r.. i ...— ^ an and ^ \ r> 

,ven at/hear tije Tacy Brothers hi' A ’ en , tleth \s 

#1 llO/J' ii/i 1 li t K I .. r_ " ^ ^d \ B n 


i/i toon- i with 
much i ‘chs 
7 also 

j Col 


I yrKh their famous bear cln klU ?i IS 
* ij Chaney.’' bAr do S> °W \8 


\§ 
\ r> 


I county ^arriv^i ? Utt ?, n - <•' Braxton l 
unces ... r ' ed . ln Pocahontas on § 

Oer- , *' r : * n JUsiness connected with\» 
.on , J he Dro pP Mountain Battlefield State 8 
teen * ar ** Governor Conley has recently\& 
reappointed the Battle Field Com- \& 
\ } Z T mission, and retains Col. Sutton as its # 

iia. - L ^ ja rnijn - the Governor also has 
nan e i Mr. Sutton a member of his 
sta.T. with the rank of Colonel. I 


n. 


County Superintendent Flynn Iras 
•ailed a meeting of the teachers who 

•«;ii L..__ __ a i_ _ ____ f.x>i f tm 
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W. DAVIS ASKS SUPPORT OF GOVERN! 

*»*••- • •• •• '* ** ^^ ^^^ 

g circulated in West Virginia ; prohibition or an? oti. 

ernor Alfred K. Smith of New does not need c cf 

d the New York City and j "I understand the 

mocratic organizations were j made in some quarts 
, , _ -rrr Yin itt c? in 1f'mtio. orsanixation 







Ifellh v v tm 

*A<dn*t Thoodove 
> V \p*t It to Cool 

•>0> WVAUV thing* 

Uw t, without hu 
rtou ov Imu'tlon on 
nov Smith of the 
d*atlona. Tho o\|t 

the gW'tlt 

Governor Bmilh 
the CUy »ad Shite 
l* h:\ftcd 00 court 
Adndmtlon for hie 
id of the people. H 
Stole for him four 
:\ douht U Witt OMTV 
\ llgedn next Novom 


O' rmupoUn, I oujov 
niuirt and naelatnnoe, 
f HU vo that l had I ho 
rganUatlon In lho l* 
\u, to which lho term 
U usually applied, 
t of tho ovRonUolloo 
'roughs of Nov York 
ihout tho Stole 
ioof of this may ho 
i'l that while tho total 
>oth parties III tho live 
ntm; tho City of Great- 
nereo‘*od fvoiu ti'Vii to 
.ltt.000 vote* (speaking 
>1 \ received III tho 
ovh tlt.OlH' move voice 
omt for tho National 
w hlto President root 
MO,000 less than hint 
President Harding, hi 
,ew VovK a* a whole t 
0 vote* move than wore 
rational rtojtol tn 1010, 

It * ' 


lUptltiiloaii liailora or tun- «««•■*; ~ 
ought tto vote for AI HunlMi. 
Uopublloatt tllil notiaav hi would not% 


iiv enrolled Democrats 
In vote tho National 
wa* true not only tn 


._k L . 


DROOP MOUNTAIN BATTLE 

Salem, Virginia, 
September 10, 1028. 

l^car Sir* 

1 w'tiui to think you for your *o- 

oount of tin. t)»ttl# Of l ’roop Moun- 
tain ami your very InUrMtln* wa 
Imautlful ilesorlptlon of tl.a country. 
My pleaanre In rea.lln^ vour yalual.la 

arllola la brought ibout by *■*'• 

I wa« a p.rtlOipMt, bain* a 
*?mL of th.5-'nd. Virginia Infant 
ay fiona Kanawha county. 

There war* three infantry oompe- 
nlaa from Kanawha county: nm 
Horde r rUlamao undar Captain A. R. 
turbo* and tha Kanawha Kill emeu 
under Captain Gaorge 8 Al t 

the organballon of the *«nd at 
White Sulphur Spring* In 1WH l, ‘ M€ 
two com panic* were ebaorbed In that 
regiment and Patton waa made colo¬ 
nel. Captain Uarbaa was made bt. 
Colonah Captain S A Millar, a 
prominent lawyar from Charlaalon 
wm mada Qu aria r Mas tar. He held 
tliU position until 1882 whan he was 
elected from tho Kanawha Distrust 
lo the Confederate Congress Dpon 
hu resignation l wu eominltslonavl 
In Ida place ami held that rank until 
the close of the war 
During tha battla l waa with Gen¬ 
eral Kohols on an eminence on tha 
right of tha road overlooking the 
halllall*Id V our account of tha 
hat tie was quite true as l understand 
It from vapor!a and my own observa¬ 
tion. 

This letter n ay mean little lo you 
hut It was prompted by tho very 
friendly spirit that provided 


vour 




1st. 


. 3 , ' w " l | will meet Tu.m|..v , 

■Mine 2 ffth, «ut*day,i 


Arrangements Completed For Fourth 
July Celebration At Droop Mountain 

Committees appointed to mako ar -1 arrangements for on© of the hi 
igements for the Fourth of July and beat celebrations ever staged 7' 

•■Inal inn at Droon .Mountain .State this Kncl.inn 


i»» 

j yarn, 


•iii 


< 



ru ngcments IUI UUT t*> MMIJT 

Celebration at Droop Mountain State 
Park have completed their work, and 
have everything in tip.top Hhape for 
one of the biggest celebrations over 
held in the county. 

I'he athletic committee, composed 
of Kcrth Nottingham. S. Held Moore, 
AuHlin Sharp und Clifford Hill, have 
arranged for athletic games for both 
morning and afternoon. 

Music for the day will he furnish- 
ed by th Durbin Band, and singing 
eliiba from various parts of the eoun 
tv are expected to be there in full 

force. 

Droop Mountain Battlefield Park 
wo dedicated last year when more 
|»" <1.0110 from Poculiontna 

. srzxr n nvo 

ixr rt;::';,T. . thi » ^ 

carry out the “ 0,oct «<» 

working oll ° RrMm * mve been 

>•<«.. two for ...ore 

’ Mnd have completed 


Ed- 

Mc. 


this section. 

General Committee—George 
gar, It. S. Hickman and J. a. 
l-aughlin, and Ilovencr Dilley. 

Reception Committee—-Judge S. H 
Sharp, Chairman. 

Police Committee—American Le 
K»on, State Police. 

Speakers, Music, Program—J. A 
McLaughlin, It. s. Hickman, George 
I*. Edgar, Hevcncr Dilley. 

Grounds Committee—J. K. Mar¬ 
shall, Chairman, H. W. Beard. D. M. 
CnlliKon, George Edgar, Pete Hoi- 

""<l«worth. W. P. Kershncr, E. P. 
Hendrick. 

Pri t,,U !? 1 l,e - ,d Comn,itto ‘* — Andrew 
I rice, ( hairman. 

ConcoMiona Committee—J. A Me 

Z ir *■ S ' C - eor *° * 

r,, h.*n, Ilovener Dilley. 

Publicity Committoe—C. W Price 
Chairman. W r i .. * rue. 

j.; a8 j * • Lancaster, Vernon 


Chancer* t .. 
State- of W V* *** *• 

!* nd - »*»•* Hun, uj '! 
law. ,n b 

State of VV. v« 

poles of land and C. Uu 

Ed Freeman and aJ? 
d OM-ph I. Bowers and 
A. P. Edgar, adm r ri / 

and others. 


CRADUateT 

Miss Ruby May 
with honors with tit 
! and eighty-six grade*:,, L . 
Teachers College, Josstt 
been employed to toes to 
large school systew *:C1 
this winter. 


bo£ ,k0t Ui " n ° r Co,nm < lt ee—Every- 


marriage news 

Mr. Leonard TuchrSuri 
and Miss Hulda Fkrw-i* 

18 . 

Mr. Isaac Frank!;! C» r k 
Miss Helen Dorothy 
Mr. Ollie Bennett**.^ 
Miss Mary Lois Sn^ ! s • 

preache-'* ERE 

W. IP 1 ** 


Dr. Henry 

mond, Va., dirtd^ ‘‘ 
Church Work, Pj** * . 
| linton Presbyter^ ^ 





y/TLDERKSSS BECOI.IES PARK 
s do C-rea-t Work in a Year's Time 


Cne year ago Droop Mountain Battlefield was a wilderness. 
There were a few monuments and graves, that for many years had 
been neglected. Two small signs along the road were all that 
told travelers that an important Civil War battle, had been fought 

here. 

On July 29, 1935 a CCC Company, 2598, located here and 
within a few weeks there was a great change. This change is 
still going on. Some of the work has been completed but a great 
deal more is yet to be done. When travelers now go along Route 
r-219, and get near the Battle Field, they first notice the beau¬ 
tiful log fence that outlines the park. As they drive on down 
, the road * the lo E portals are seen. We think they are the most 
entrances to a CCC camp in the state. Good roads lead through 
whese Jportals and intotfirst, the picnic area. This area has * 

“ ecn Cleared of underbrush, but all of natures beauty has been 
**'*'•• -ionic tables, shelters, ovens, and toilets have been 

.. cted throughout the park area. All of these conveniences 

t “' i been built out of material of a rustic nature. 

r,c year ago Briery Knob was just a beautiful mountain to 
•*; expanse of wilderness cutting off all probability of 
r ' n * odoy ,•» road will take the traveler within a short 
" l ” e the firo tower ind to all of the glory and beauty 

u *'' ro baa ao bountifully bestowed upon our state, especially 

'MB n_-.___n_ a _I___ .... .11 







Bo.vs do C-reat Work in a Year's Time 

One year ago Droop Mountain Battlefield was a wilderness. 
There were a few monuments and graves, that for many years had 
been neglected. Two small signs along the road were all that 
told travelers that an important Civil War battle, had been fought 

here. 

On July 29 , 1935 a CCC Company, 2598, located here and 
within a few weeks there was a great change. This change is 
still going on. Some of the work has been completed but a great 
deal nore is yet to be done. When travelers now go along Route 
“219, and get near the Battle Field, they first notice the beau¬ 
tiful log fence that outlines the park. As they drive on down 
the road » the lo S portals are seen. We think they are the most 
. - ■*j‘ entrames to a CCC camp_ in the state. C-ood roads lead through 


-hose-portals and into-^first, the picnic area. This area has ’ 
-eon cleared of underbrush, but all of natures beauty has been 
rionic tables, shelters, ovens, and toilets have been 
“-cted throughout the park area. All of these conveniences 
/c been b ’ J ilt out of material of a rustic nature. 

ro ‘r ago 'iricry Knob was just a beautiful mountain to 
t; an expanse of r/ildemess cutting off all probability of 
r n. odojr a road will take the traveler within a short 
•dee of the firo tower md to nil of the glory «nd beauty 
nature has bo hour, t if'illy bestowed upon our state, especially 
tr ‘ B **°tlon. Prom the tower on Briory knob, one oan see all 
= ajruux.ding country and even none distance into the state 
' r v -rginiQ. 
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"oot paths have "been constructed in the pari: leading 
♦j’C traveler to the different spots of interest in the park. 

All of the graves have been carefully outlined with roclcs, the 
old breastworks have been restored and paths lead to all of the 
r.-.rr.cr.ts, and throughout the park area. Thousands of trees 
have been planted by the enrollees, principally Spruce, hemlock, 
rrhiterine and walnut. In time these trees will add much to the 
scer.ic beauty of the park. 

Within a few weeks, another beauty spot in the park will 
o open to the publi.c. This is the lookout house on the point 
cf camp, overlooking the Greenbrier Valley. When completed, 
'-his log observation tower will afford visitors the best scenic 

view in this vicinity, 

-he system of roads of the park are very well constructed 
- - r.o can now drive to all of the points of interest, entering 
-- -i and going out the other. All of the work in the park 
■icno by the CCC boys under the able direction of Supt. 

• '-a. the following forestors: Bruce Conrad, 1. A. Remage 

n, Charles lianrahan, Arthur Sharp, Joe White, Harry 
' R. Wllfone rind M. L. Lilly. 

rice nnd the entire park are always open to vis- 
. ' n weekends or holidays, enrollees will be glad to 

• '-ho points of intoreot, both historical and scenic, 
not yo t vioitod tho pnrlt, cobio and 8oe it. 



•:-'oot paths have "been constructed in the pari: leading 
. :;C traveler to the different spots of interest in the paid:. 

All cf the craves have been carefully outlined with rocks, the 
cld breastworks have been restored and paths lead to all of the 
.r.vr.cr.ts, and throughout the park area. Thousands of trees 
have been planted by the enrollees, principally Spruce, hemlock, 
v-hitepine and walnut. In time these trees will add much to the 
scer.ic beauty of the park. 

Within a few weeks, another beauty spot in the park will 
. c open to the pub lip. This is the lookout house on the point 
c'.st cf camp, overlooking the Greenbrier Valley, Vihen completed, 
“bis log observation tower will afford visitors the best scenic 

•■••.err in this vicinity, 

-he system of roads of the park are very well constructed 
• - cr.e can now drive to all of the points of interest, entering 
: and going out the other. All of the work in the. park 

dene by the CCC boys under the able direction of Supt. 

--■ the following forestors: Bruce Conrad, L. A. Remage 
r., Charles Ilanrahan, Arthur Sharp, Joe White, Harry 
K K. Wllfong and M. L. Lilly. 

• . ce and the entire park are always open to vis- 
n wrr)ends or holidays, enrollees will be glad to 
•- ’-he point# of Interest, both historical and scenic, 
i.- .■*> not yot vlnltod tho park, coino and soo it. 
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SCALES, Michael - 

-Co. 

D. 

14 tn. 

tf 

ft 

SMITH, Isaac B. e—r-3- 

Co. 

D. 

14th. 

n 

ft 

Taylor, Jacob - 

Co. 

Gi 

• 31st . 

ft 

It 

TAYLOR, Wm. - 

Co. 

F. 

19 th. 

ft 

•f 

TRACY, Geo; W. - 

Co. 

G. 

31st. 

ft 

tf 


Co. 

G. 

31st. 

ft 

tf 

i R.-.V/ y, o 8 .s» ^• 






F. 

19 th . 

ft 

tf 

TRACY, '<ra. - 

Co. 

G. 

ft 

n 

31st. 

T iiL# ifc^iS 9 J no • W • 





Co. 

D. 

14th. 

n 

If 

r rencn - 

TAYLOR, Jas. -^- 

Co. 

A. 

62 nd. 

ft 

ft 

»... 1 * : 

CO. 

G. 

31st. 

n 

Tf 

VaRN iH, J no . P • 





Co. 


19 th. 

tt 

ft 

VARNER, John -- 

I. 

25th. 

tt 

If 

Co. 

VARNER, David a. - 

F. 

19 th. 

»t 

ft 

CO. 

^ a N rt r. i£4 AN, John 






w o. 

F. 

11th. 

tt 

It 

WOODDELL, F. Clark - 

Co. 

A. 

62nd. 

tt 

ft 

4Q0DDELL, Adam A. - 

G. 

31st. 

tt 

tf 

Co. 

V003DZLL, Wm. Warwiok - 




WOODpELL, Andrew J. - 

Co. 

n 

\j • 

31st. 

tt 

tf 


Co. 

G. 

31st. 

n 

II 

*OODDSLL, Aaron - 






Co . 

G. 

31st. 

tf 

tt 

WARWICK, I‘ot«r H.- 





•ARVXOK, John -- 

Co. 

G. 

31st. 

tf 

ff 

Warwick, j«>. *. -.. 

Co. 

0 . 

11th. 

ft 

tt 




















POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


WANLESS, Jas W. - 

.VANLESS, Stephen — 

WOODDSLL, Jacob - 

WALTON, Frank - 

WILMOTH, Wm. L. — 

WAUGH, Levi- 

W0LFENBARG2R, Robt. 


7.TLF0NG, John ——— 

WILFONG, John M.- 

WILFONG, Elisha - 

WILFONG, Emanuel - 

..ILFONG, Samuel ---- 

j ... Jk 

FONG, Wm. G. ———- 

WIlir'ONG, Henry--- 

1ILFOHG, Daniel - 

J1LFONG, Jonas- 
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:t*l. net etie Ktio up by Mr. T. S. MoNoel and checked 
• ith a Mat roo the i'oonhontoe Chaptor or th© Dougnter 
of the .onfoiareay. 
























from majority or wnicn enan ruie. 

° 2. The Court Martial shall consist 

a i of the commissioned and noa commis- 

Mc sloned officers of the company. 
i re * 


?an»- 
. E. 

iter 
old. 
ohn 
nen 
I Vs. 
all 

at 

W. 

cob 

at 

)hn 

the 

ad. 


be 

tas 


Looking around in the court house 
for somethin# to print. I came upon 
some old papers in the hand writing 
of General William Skeen, which 
gave the roster of “The Pocahontas 
Rescues. M an infantry company or¬ 
ganized when war threatened between 


the states, back in 1860. I print it 
herewith. Also the constitution and 
by-laws. ^ 

The company was mustered in on 
Saturday, May IS, 1861, and marched 
od that day to defend the sacred soil 
of Virginia from invasion bv Federal 
forces in the northwest. 


P “ et the Baders at Philippi, 

USKKif ■ “ nti had “ >«“* to ; 




Of 



Morlarty. Patrick, pr fthoek, b • . , .. , . „ 

McLaughlin, James H, b first Saturday In the month of April 

McLaughlin, Hugh May. June. August. September anc 

Moure Michael, b Oetober end the July muster shall In 

Moore, Levi held on the 4th day or the month 

Mitchell. Sylvester, b save when the 4th happens to fall or 

Plies, Win, L. Sunday, alien It shall be held on the 

Piles, John 5th. 

Ponce. John R Article 3—All fines assessed against 

S*ad!ey, Junes commissioned officers for failure tc 

Smith, Lewis, b ' attend m uster shall be 85 00; non. 

Sney, Lain II .1 shirt 81 _5 commissioned officers $2 50: privates 

Slovens, Wm W j, 25 

Shannon .VamL^b Article 4-All fines assessed shall 

Sharp Martin B be for ll,e benefit of the company, to 

Varner Daniel A b be disbursed whenever the amount ol 

Wliolllt'ian, Michael 820or more 8l,a " be fouod lD ll,e 

Wliolllhan, Puiiick bands of the treasurer unapproprlat- 

WaURli. Levi b ed. b J' a vole of ll) e Company. The 

Weaver, Charles IV. 1 pr gloves, 25 majority ruling. If It Is considered 
cents, b practlable. 

Weaver, Robert L. b Article 5—This Constitution may 

'*b" signifies that they have re be altered or amended at any lime by 
celved blankets. vote of two thirds concurring at a 

The Pocahontas Rescuers marched reRular , ® eetlnKl wben a majority Is 
from Huntersville about 10 a. m on present ' 

May 18. 1861. A large crowd of la- Article 6—There shall be a presi¬ 
dles and gentlemen were present and de,, L secretary and treasurer chosen 
at the moment or marching hardly an by the company, who shall hold their 
eye that was not wet with tears, “(lice for one year, whose duties shall 
Many gentlemen and ladles accompa- b, “ those usually performed by such 


, \; • January l.v • > — 

f. as l’, ,-ahonttt ( ouilty tool 

SBbw-swss 

wtnr , 

.. v , lurt II. Waugh 
■ ; V * Jacob Woodrow Shlna- 

1 V It Wayne Geiger 
, || v II Jacob Gene Loury 
IV V 13 Ralph Leon Long 
' ,v 14 Weo. Raymond Rowers 
V 15 Howard James Kelley 
:ig-V-I8 Roy J Houchln 
421 V-15* Jo$epl» L«onird Moses, Jr 
tc-v Jt Arch Way bright 
i •* V II Noraian Wilson Phillips 
Oa Thursday. January 1C. another 
k uer »lh go out to Clarksburg un 
d*r the wheUve service. In the per- 
« ol 3I5-V-9 'ihurl William Gary. 


Id about five hours the young vol¬ 
unteer* were In Clarksburg at the In 
ductloo Station They will be sent 
from there to army pests to be thor- 
eoebly and properly trained for our 
ae- tr-.elrown protection should war 
terc*d upon us Naturally 1 was 
tcierened In the g>lr g out of a com 
;«cyot volunteers eighty years ago 
f’:x tfcU County. This company 
« oh:.r.t*s Re-cuers. took about 
a • to march elghiy miles, to 


Kitur roll of theJ'Poca 
F.oewn" mu.tered Into’ serv; 
**»I ISib. 1861. 

^Captain, Slofir, D. 1 pr f 

Ursueaat. C J I Skeen, b 
O. Sergeant, Slarktr. D W C 
ttobf. Walter R. b 
t..ue *« h 
P/Hata*. Aten. Jan.ee 
AJ »r«taa. Ar-dr.w r 


Mrs Gibson. John and John B Hid [ BY-LAWS 

nah and I. M. Hogsclt. | J- The board for the 

Sunday 10th-Alter the company ' ?? 1 *,"?. n . on A* tll « r,d ? 1 nce ‘ 
attended church at l. M. Hogsetl’s I ollier 

and heaid a patriotic sermon from j** ' ]* _ l ji ed by . 8 , C ° 1 " 
Iter. Plagherty, they marched to J. m *J or,t y of wh,ch sh »*l 
Varner’s .lust as the company ar- — The Court Martial 
Mved the Cavalry under Captain Me 1 of the commissioned and 
Neel came In sight They were re sloned officers of the com 
ceiTvd with all honor. The company — ‘ 

then heard a Sermon from Rev J E. Looking around In the 
Moore and were dismissed and enter for something to print I 
tamed by Jno Varner. Jovial, Harold, some old papers In the h 
ColonelI Oat.-wood at Big Spring. John of General William Si 
l ath Cavalry and Company. Then gave the roster of "The 
ac-t'w the Mountain to Marshall’s. Rescues " an Infantrv , 


Rain during the evening and all 
n»iei t. 

Monday 201 h- March rraunird at 
6 I " a. m Halted an hour at J. IV. 
Mar>l,all'a >nd marolird to Jacob 
Omrad'ii II staying overnight at 
John ' •.tirad'a. a few going with John 
MrLaughilo, 6 to Suydsri and tin 
'••l Quart*,>d upon Jacob Conrad. 
Raliixl at Intarvala all day. 
Cooatllutleu Of Tilt Company 
Aitioi. | Tula company shall be 
«•} tie name of Pooahontaa 
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Rcporl of the Droop Mountain Battlefield Commission 


'I'll.- Droop Mountain llattlefield CnmmiMion respectfully kuI>- 
iii il k Hu- following report: Tlinl on tlu: 25th tiny of January, 1927, 
llniisi* Joint Resolution No. 8, was adopted, whieli is as follows-. 

“Providing for the appointment of a commission for the buttle- 
Held on Droop Mountain.” 

ICmnlvrtl by the Legislature of lf«lt Virginia: 

WueiiKAH. One at the Hard fought battles of the Civil War occurred 
II I«| |1 Miumlillii (Ill lln- • mil. I II loin u |.,illle In nlil.-li NV.—i 

\ III.Nil.I ..llllllllll, l»ll l| Hill.HI III i.| I lll||lHl>il 'ill; llellli ||i.||i ||| 

W11. ii i. a ... 'Ilm inn., vuuh.u /•.,„» l.~/.i ..Mil.. ,.u.| ..I II... 

»f llnil l.ulllu, yet there are still living old soldiers uml citizen* win. eun 
mark nut the various positions of the different regiments, buttalions ami 
■ on. panics that were engaged in the battle; and, 

Whekuas. Droop Mountain is a very high elevation overlooking the 
valley of the Greenbrier River, the little levels of Pocahontas County, 
uml the far off peaks of the Alleghany Mountains, making it one of the 
most beautiful scenic spots in West Virginia; therefore be it 

/ft solved, That the Governor be requested to appoint a committee of 
live, three from the House and two from the Senate, whose duty it will be 
to look over the battlefield, temporarily mark the battle lines, and secure 
all necessary information from the old soldiers and citizens yet living in 
the community, that everything authentic muy be preserved for future 
generations. The committee shall ascertain the owners of the land upon 
which the battle was fought and take a conditional option on some part 
of such land, of not less than fifty acres, at u price that seems reasonable 
to the committee. 

The members of the committee shall be paid their actual expenses 
incurred in carrying out this resolution. 

Pursuant to the Joint Resolution aforesaid and in compliance 
therewith, your Excellency on the 2lst day of April, 1!)27, ap¬ 
pointed a commission as follows: 

From the-House of'Delegates: y 

John D. Sutton of Sutton, West Virginia. 

N. F. Kendall of Graft on, West Virginia. 

M. M. Harrison of Confidence, West Virginia. 

From the Senate: 

A. L. llelmiek of Thomas, West Virginia. 

Robert F. Kidd of Glonville, West Virginia. 

That your Commission met on the 28th day of April, 1927. in the 
City of Charleston, and organized by tlu- election of John I). Sutton 
us chairman and N. F. Kendall as Secretary. 



kl mm Ml m I hr preparation 
hr *«i iM|»rtini point* in 
»nr battle* waged Oil W'pnl 
Thr thru ad- 

-all of ihr Chairman on tin* 
Inn ami on ihr I’.Uh visited 
* if n,' in r- '• • • Mountain, tnnin|inilicd ll,V j 

mi- -• - - a-: interested citircn* from Marlin- • 

l UM ew w.*-- rf • I-m »rrr thnmmrhly Acquainted 
11 * 1 , 1 --- M *- . ' irx •- -i miih valuable ill forma lion lo Ihr 

»•» ’ • I 't>r l«nmi” -"I met in session nt the rcsi- 

V-. -»• !i M-*'artr. which is located on the farm 

{ -» I t-stn.-etivr htitle t«ns follght. All of the 
r' IW f~IM-oq ■err present, 
ran -err-1 the l-Mttlofir-lil and made n fnirly 

thr- we-.- It rompriw-s more than two thousand 



- ‘ . rth-r r-;->rr» that they stood on the summit 

- r. . ca m. quiet summer day. when the whole 
- te-mctl at peace and there was nothin? lo 

■ irs prior to th.u time those who wore Hie 
■ - cray were engaged on Hint hill in one 

- • - mastery of West Virginia, l hen in its 

• for what it believed lo he right and 
mr **'■■ w rir nrtors in that bloody drama were 
l - '• ' t.r North and Smith ended their hitter 

m.n preserved, and the animosity engcmlerbd 
l a* , , 1 -sr-l away ami universal ponce reigns 
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' . i' f-r<• ti* uas one of imlesurihnhlc beauty 
lmvrnii» mountains, the smiling and fertile 
B , ,, f • ' ! h»t«ric Greenbrier River, flowing gently 

r •■-•"I mountain. Nowhere in nil of our trnvcla 
NmU ’- - — r "'- nr "tWli a location Tor a great 

. .. *J;;;z:r ,,,,r r ' ,,n,,ii ‘'‘ ir ’" ' ,pci,|w i •»'»*'«pan or 

«-■ f,,r “ A ItaUlefirld Slate Park" 

“ * . . . ..-I "> *»•<• McCarty farm, eon- 
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«Mw Wm>lrr -1 ■*.< fwii .«*< tfrtk, thu rover ing I In' 
__ ton I, *«• mW IW#\k'« o.ged. *n«l vich 011111111 Milk 
gl^nt to*»-»i* »* * ot fifteen lore, nroiiliil 

»W ()< fTOiTjatd of one half aerr. 
tyaiM N CM Ww «H> **d Munir |«arl of IhU rr|Kirt mill 

-«„ r. «ru.l a ropy of I hr option to your 

TV MiH<r of Making * uinrv and of locating and 
wp- ”<M |vxbu • > r.tinxT «*k Irft to tlir Chairman, 
■kto, M ■ nf -r rrport' that (hr Chairman caused to 

« Map .< (hr w. I battlefield, denting the location of the 
l^alr tom |» -• - 0/ (hr ilnTrmii units engaged therein, ns 
Mil a a*Mrt< ut - ra!u»b> informalrnn, which pint is tiled here- 

• l» mm* port «t ika report. 

- * la mwM "" adjourned to meet again at the call of the 

• Im-bi*- *lt «<• c t! by him for a meeting In lie held at 

tt-vn « -m • - i on :h 23th day of Dceendtcr, 1927, at 

•to: wm' * :h* member* were present, except Delegate 

• • r u-g :!.C scope of the report of the Go minis- 

• *-* 'n. *n.i the preparation of the report was dele- 

Kidd, ■ ith the aid of the Chairnmn and Secretary. 
*' ■ intention to uiake the report very complete, 

aarf that coo 1 am the photographs of yonr ICxeellency and 

■ ‘ and further contain the cuts and a brief 

u ‘« : * of the leading officers engaged in Unit hotly 

- II--- «, as photographic views of the field and of 
■ Valley. That it also contain a picture of the old 
i—; t*l 1. . .-.kfiing, ami further a recommendation for a lake 
ao-i •;e m <1 that it also contain letters and interviews 

• : rr * engaged in the battle and other interesting 
•** r ’* t * 1, » .vt.nr.-ird therewith. 

\ vur ' ' ' : v, ' n further reports that all or the matters set 
' * r ‘ : ‘errtnth or printed in this report and asked to be 

port tbrrrof, 

' :i ' • report, that Droo,, Mountain is a l.ig). eleva- 

f -' <lW >vel, and contains several high 
i ’ ■ • .. Iil*. , " 1 ' 1 “ limestone soil and the trael 

•-1.1. :■ i.n.W ' elc,red - The woodland contains some 

' ’ ' ■ 1 Z U ' h ' % TT’ m W * Kaul, ^ u *i stretching north- 

...a v.-w ^ ] Uw it of ivai,on,,w 

v.ew Of the Alleghany Mountains and the Green- 


'' _ Daooi» Momfratn Coummiow Himow ,, 

'.rier River «, it cute it, way through th. myriad hill, 
of the AlU-gheuicx. 

Prior ... this battle there were no <<>.. Confedantt* 

fom s anywhere ... West Virginia except the tin .-..hn.-r Vall.-v 
wlnel, was held by the Confederates from it, h.-.ul K 

dmtance of about one hundred seventy miles, and which prow-i-d 
» irginm from attacks fro... the went. Forth* pur,,..-., of ,|Ui.. .... 

these Confederate forces, General Averoll was directed IIiar ,.,, 
from Beverly, West Virginia, to Lewis!,urg and that it wlli | c 
on tins march he mot the enemy at Droop Mountain. The bettlo 
was there fought on the Gth day of Novmnlnr. 1 h«:{. t„ : tw... n the 
forces commanded by General Averoll. and the Confederate ,, 
l>y General John Heltols and Colonel William L. Jackson. 

Y°ttr Commission further reports that this was the only I,attic 
where the forces were composed largely of West Virginia Soldiers, 
and fought on West Virginia soil. 

Droop Mountain is fourteen miles south of Mnrlinton, m-v™ 
from Millpoint and four and one-tenth miles from Ilillshoro. and 
it is also ten miles from llenic station, sixteen miles from Frankfort 
anil twenty-four miles from Lewixburg. Your Commission further 
reports that Hills Creek, rising at the base of some high mountains, 
west of Droop Mountain, sinks and passes under Droop .Mountain, 
near the middle of the battlefield, then emerges at the eastern edge 
where it is called Locust Creek. Jt flows about two miles to the 
Greenbrier River. 
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Reporls Made by Participants 

Your Commission sets out herein a partial report made of „„«1 
liattle by tilt; lending officers who participated therein; 

General Averell’s Report: 

On the first day of November, I left Iluverly with my command 
consisting of tin; 28th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Cot. A pm, 

West Virginia Infantry. Col. T. M. Harris; 2nd West Virginia 
Mounted Infantry, Lieut. Col. A. Scott; 3rd West Virginia 
Mounted Infantry, Lieut. Col. F. W. Thompson; 8th West Virginia 
Mounted Infantry, Col. J. II. Olcy; 14th 1‘ennsyIvnuiH Cavalry. 
Col. J. N. Sclioonmaker; Gibson’s Battalion and Butteries B 
First West Virginia Light Artillery, Cnpt. J. V. Keeper and c. T. 
Ewing. 

On the morning of the 6th we approached the enemy’s position. 
The infantry and one corps of cavalry wns sent to the right to 
ascend a range of hills, with orders to attack the enemy’s left and 
rear, the attack of our infantry, 1,175 strong, was conducted skil¬ 
fully by Col. Moor. 

The 2nd, 3rd and 8th, dismounted, were moved in line ohliipu-ly 
to the right, until their right was joined to Moor’s left. Col. Moor 
says when he arrived in front or the enmy’a position, at 1 I * e. m. 
lie formed a line and ordered Col. Harris to move up in doulite 
quick, who arrived in the nick of time. “Sec first formation map.” 


Lieut. Col. Scott's Report 

Lieut. Col. Alex. Scott, 2nd West Virginia Mounted Infantry, 
says that at about 12 o'clock, having moved to the front, “I was 
ordered to dismount my command and fight on foot, and was 
ordered to take a position between the third and eighth. At this 

. -jfound the 3rd, 8th and 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry in line 

of battle, with Jackson’s force. TJte 2nd, 3rd and 8tli West Virginia 
Infantry, at once immediately in front of the breastworks." 

I went into action with two hundred men; out of that iiiunher 
there were nine killed, fourteen wounded, two mortally, one of 
whom has since died, seven severely and five slightly. 

Report of Colonel John Oley 

Eighth West Virginia Mounted Infantry. After taking my 
place with column on the morning of the (itli, I was ordered to clear 




F Ik» U.h xtm i'.iuui«miw ICu'our 
?.ir*l Ijtfr, 

n«<|umn of lh. 22lld Virginia 1 nfmi try under 
K TI oni|«.M.«u. Colonel George S. Pitt (on fulmimiidod 
ItrvaJr. Tin- 22nd Virginia went into net ion with five 
i r “ft eninf, lusing one hundred and thirteen' in 
wan So.1 in.l mis'imr. The 2;lrd Virginia Hut to I ion, three 
*t ' r!ty strong, lost sixty-one in killed, wounded mid 

Wfw .'•Bjym.-s of the 22nd luuler Captain Thompson, one 
k«r- -i 1 iwcnty titv stron>;. lost nine killed, thirty wounded. 
(»*!•«■ -i- Hattie ended at -I I*, st. 

Keren of Maj. Wa Blessing, 23rd Virginia Battalion 

V. t tar ashling became very severe I was ordered to march 
» " - vr-.[s.«ivs to the support of Captain Marshall, who, with 
- ‘ a irr l ami twenty-live dismounted cavalry, was being foreetl 
Udntbe left. 

\\V Brrv then forced back to n fence at the Bloody Angle. We 
*-r- • ■!. reinforced by three companies of the 22ml Virginia 
Itfmlry and one dismounted company of the 14th Virginia 
Cavalry. 

Report of Col. Thompson 

1 "' on ' : y il 0 “pvjn, 13 th Virginia Cavalry, says that he sent 
or-e hundred cavalry under command of Captain Marshall, the 
nitnnutui insisting of the 19 th and 20 th Virginia Cavalry just 
‘ : V j " r commanding Dennings Battery, consisting of 

ti.rer■ hundred men. he having deployed his men on the right of the 
Uur ^"1 l*y Captain Marshall. 

H«port of Col. W. Wiley, 20th Virginia Cavalry 

**'« », 

Report of Col. Milton J. Ferguson 

KelmiTmi \hr 511,"of" < ’ I * V “ lry ’ **** ,l,nt •« sported 
" -hmI arrived at the • “'e'liher, who was then on the 

„{ , *• M "" morning „f ,| lc Glh _ 0 

• wa - to take position on the 
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old , road of Locust Creek. The efficient men of six cm,.. 

were dismounted, four companies placed on extreme left 

eoiiimnnd of Lieutenant Colonel Gibson ,„d , W o 

center. John I). Baxter, orderly sergeant „f Compnny F vnh 

West Virginia Infimtry, was the lirst one to cross the rail .. 

the bloody angle, and fell mortally wounded inside n.,- 
lines. 

Letters Bearing Upon the Battle 

Brownsville, Fayette County, 

Pennsylvania. 

November 16, 1927. 

Dear Sir: 

I saw your inquiry about Colonel Schoonmaker of Pittsburgh, 
in the National Tribune for the week of November 11. In reply I 
would inform you that lie is dead, lie diedOctober 11th, eighty-,ix 
years of age. He died from the elTcuts of an operation for nppendi- 
citis. I was with Colonel Schoonmaker in the Battle of Droop 
Mountain in the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company E. 

Otoinje W. Amsos. 

Chapel, W. Va., July 12, 1927. 

Dkau Sir and Comhadk: 

f do not feel that I Itnve health or the strength to meet you at 
the Droop Mountain Battlefield next week, much as I would love to. 
I hope you will be able to properly locate the Held. If you could 
Imd some Confederate soldiers that were in the fight or native .-iti- 
Zens who were acquainted might be helpful. As I remember the 
enemy were stationed in line of battle and we advanced on them. 
I hey soon left the patch, as I remember, during the hottest part of 
tlie fight. I was near the head of the Company where we joined 
Company A. Sergeant of Company A—I can't think of his name 
now—was killed near my side. Wheeler, Milt Roily-son mid others 
were wounded near about the same time. When the enemy tied the 
company and regiment that were able followed in pursuit. I think, 
to Lewisbitrg. I confess that f was more concerned in wliat was 
going on than in noting the lay of the land. Please excuse the 
rambling. I lope yon succeed. 

Respect fully. 


IfK.S'KV Bkniikk. 
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Coffceville, Kansas, March 5, 1 ’io-j 

Dead Sir and Coukaih: . 

Your letter just to hand having U-.-n forwarded to no- Trtim 
Chapel. My recollection of the Droop Mountain Battle i, in.l. timic, 

1 think both regiments marcltctl up the Mime road until M | ,i„. 
summit, the 28th in the lend, nenr the top tiled to tin- left until Wh 
regiments were the same distance on the ntmintnin, when we faced 
»nd inarched toward the enemy and soon found them, (lnr forma¬ 
tion was Companies A. F, 1). and C, lifter which 1 nm not sure, only 
Company B was ihe extreme left. 1 do not remember any troop* 
on our right. 1 nm only guessing from my recollection. the engage¬ 
ment began not Inter tlinn 10 a. m. and ended l»y noon, »r before, 

! do not remember that there was n skirmish line. I always thought 
our compnny struck the inosi formitlnlilc point in tin- enemy's line 
I would love to go over the lield but do nol now feel that I will be 
able. Anything I win do will be cheerfully done. With beat wi«h.->. 

llttMnv Uasnoi. 

Note: Captain Bender was iiiistnkrn as to the tilin' llint the 
buttle ended. 

Progress, W. Vh.. April ''II. V.I27. 

Dkak Mm. Srrrox: 

Your letter received the tilth iuat. 

The battle of Droop Mount a in begun about 10 o'clock a. m and 
lnste<l about one hour, us well im I renumber. 

I belonged to Company K. HJth West Virginia Volunteer Infan¬ 
try My |MMition battle ranks General William .laekum's lroo|»» 
were in front, and I do not remember about the skirmish line, 
Ninety-two prisoners were cnplnred, and do not know the nuiuhvr 

/ 

My health will not permit Illy nltcndipg a Hireling of the 
committee. 

Very iruly yours, 

I. 0. Know. 

Note: lie was mistaken us to the length of the engagement. 

Cottage Vlllr, W. Va., .May it, P.I37. 

M V lJt_A* OUj Fmia.no : 

1 received yonr letter some tuue ago and was certainly glad to 






'(•MMIMOK UllN'HT 



•<* »«urw»rv»l nwicr but my health i* 

; («r .rtvral weeks Now, n* I mu feel, 
lie ■ few line*. giving you the informa- 

rraifnlvr. in front nf .loo lienrd’N nt 
The nr»t morning /it dtiwn we broke 
,* ' • i u lounnl o low gup in the motm-j 
- the pilte behind the Confederate*, on the; 
We were led by Austin Brown,. Ik<-— 
V S' ■ f irmer resident* of that locality. Before 

, fip .vi top of the mountain we ran into the Con- 

. - The battle now begins, it being about ten 

-i •; tVn: Virginia was in front, followed by the 2Sth 


i»i •. . n we *:r::rk the Confederates we faced south. The 

i . >ri- - i ~x - top of the mountain southward. 

I . - to .r the pike, fill or HO yards distance from it. 

• i - -. f • i • •!!, The Confederate who shot me was 

itr-tii w.is resting on a log. lie shot me ns I was 

>•*1 -I • try and disarm him. The other boys wore wounded 
‘.--••-t h- !m an i the place where the pike crosses the moiin- 
t*i3 Thr .ttrle ■ ,ivd sometime between twelve and one o’clock. 
T-- x id •• inded were carried away to Joe Beard's home. 
t • - r- they had -rr.-t.-d a temporary hospital. 

I ;s the ml> lntli W.-S1 Virginia soldier left in Jackson County. 
At- W V. ami Silas Morrison slill living! 

•' ?iid to h-ar that Captain Bender was still alive, and 
,-d nr ’• Know that von are well and strong. I have always felt 
in - I to you for saving my life on Bolivar Heights, As regards 
®; family, we ar-- all well, my children are scattered, some being 
. v.mr in West Virginia, while my eldest son lives in 
' ■ ’ ' • wotil»l like to m-c you once more and talk over our old 

*'■' ( ""•" ovcr to Cottagevillc with Bngcnc Slaughter 

ov " r front Sutton. My faith is clear and strong 
1,1 ' ' nrhi and for a home in Heaven. 

' me soon again. Best regards to you and family. 

Your old comrade. 


John A. Bi.aco, 


yhe -> 11 , Ohio was formed in line of battle and was 

,;,1m •"'T- Vll,, ‘ ,he 1<Mh Wc8t Virginia came up. 

" M,H Moor’* official report. 
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>• <-»»»•*«« Ktr.«f 

IV, IVuiitv. IVnitvyIvmii* 

.«m <akr<c yuu Mm|u<iv f»r tnfarinu. 
i•• i* ihr llaitlr of Droop Mountain. 

Myfvatua Cavalry. The 14th IVnu 
, Sill Ohio, Swing'* Battery of 1st 
rein.4 wee* win around In (In' right 
Tb* brigade wa* dismounted nt the 
».! order* lo lay down mul wail for 

K. lltli IVinuqrlvmia, and was wounded 
\uf «• lv» fmm which I here is four inches 
1 at M yan old, we ill lo service when I 
a .. in : .! .it Moorcflcld, Virginia, nlso nt Ml. 

m my finger. 

UKORQK VV. ARISON. 


Soldiers Home Hospital, July 14, 1927. 

lea NB a» CoaUMl: 

I -- the Triiunt I but you wished 10 gel in com* 

** .. r e survivor of lie- Buttle of Droop Mountain. 

: <■» . Bemh. • the 1 iib West Virginia Regiment Infantry and 

•* .«• *"•' We \ver-- on the right wing of onr forces’ 

-• •' - '' ' the enemy in thick timber we charged and 
r *ny casualties on our part, but with heavy loss 

• " ' ! ' ■ came to an open space where the timber hud 

' ■" received a galling fire, and lost u number 

• M *< from one volley. We then took shelter behind logs and 

*•* ‘ r *' ! l, - r - Sergeant Hi r «l Curry lost his life. We 

'■ ! right and routed the Johnnies, and that ended 

Yount truly, 

. L, S. CumiiEK, 

• o. A. 10th West Virginia Infantry. 

M. Dm. Me ,,mox: Q ^ VCny ' W ‘ V "' April <27 ' 1927 ‘ 

r '!«TLTZrr U,e ,tae ' " 1 *“ ^ «t the 
“ 1 will now try to doao 

* “* ... „S the day of the battle, 


ll 


._ Daunt* .Moiixtain Ciimiiimun licit,*, -»| 

ciu-ly in the morning, the Union army began io mov „„ s.„.it,. 

cm army In th« lavole mar Mlht below, that la coming down It mb 
■M iirlinton. They moved down very early. I'op shoot.ic/ 

about « o'clock. Jackson moved hit besieged hic k up on it. 

of the Droop, nud at uIkmii 10 o'clock, skirmishing began, very 
lively, beginning on the eastern face of the Droop, cuiu _• 
around southward near the l.ocust Creek Mill nud alti north », the 
Itliuk Mountain. (Jen.-rat Kehols arrived with i.is force from the 

direction of Lcwixbtirg, .. H mul 9 o'clock, and Colonel <h- 

rnn near the same time, with the 14th Virginia Cavalry. General 
l'lchplx with most of bis men occupied the southern part of the 
mouptaiii, but Derricks Battalion was placed on the north of ’he 
left wing of W. D. Jackson, uml the Uth Cavalry was placed on -.he 
main top of the mailt inouniain near the turnpike in rear of tl.- 
artillery. General Jackson’s artillery was placed north of the 
turnpike. His line of battle continued from the turnpike north¬ 
ward around to Hills Creek, including the line of Derricks skir¬ 
mishers, as stated commenced at nlxmt 1 o'clock. Fighting fiercer 
and fiercer began in earnest and ended at or near I or -I:dll in the 
evening. 

General Avcrell moved his men very near the top of Droop, the 
men were surprised, but I was not. I told the General but 1 w.is too 
late with the news. That is why I was there in the charge to call 
Colonel Derrick to fall back. I lost my horse by it, and was cap¬ 
tured to boot, but got away before they got off the mountain. 1 
belonged to Company B, 2lith Virginia Cavalry, W. L. Jackson’s 
Brigade. 1 was a courier and then knew nearly all the southern 
lines of battle. 

The regiments in front of the center, east of Droop Mountain, 
that 1 knew was there was the 14th Pennsylvania, the 8th and H»th 
Cavalry, the 10th West Virginia and 28th Ohio. Those two regi¬ 
ments done the heavy part of the fighting. Airlines that 1 come in 
contact with that day had skirmish lines. As to prisoners caught 
on either side. I don’t remember. But there was forty captured 
when I was. I might be able to be present and attend a meeting 
of the Committee at some time ibis year. I can't just say. 

You must be light on considering or criticising my pencil 
scratching, as my eyes are very had. 

Yours respectfully, 

Milton Butoiikh. 

Notes The bones of the horse have been discovered. 
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Incidents 

Vour Commission him tried to so mark position ..f u... .i.ff.-r- 
«;n( units amt l.y actual survey ami meimureiuciiK that the 
which wo have plumed and the iiiii|ih which we have pr.-,, S r...j 
nmy lie a sure guide to the public, anil the descendant* of t|,. 
diers that fought tin- buttle, and point to the Very s|h,t where their 
fathers stood in the greatest battle ever fought on West Virginia 

so' 1 ,.. • 

Milton Butcher, who was Jackson's courier, carried the l.v 
order that his chief gave. The order was to Colonel Herrick, and 
read, “Fall hack to pike, west of artillery.'' lie delivered the 
dispatch but his horse was killed and he was captured, hut made lu- 
escape. 

Major Keater, who commanded the 46th Battalion, was in front 
of the 28th Qhio. He stopped their advance ami they were giving 
hack, whereupon Kester shouted to his men to stand firm for two 
minutes, saying they were whipped, but before the two minutes 
were up the loth West Virginia coming up as Colonel Moor says n 
his report, “just in the nick of time," turned the tide of battle, and 
the Major found it more convenient to run thill) stand. 

About this time, the Confederate line was reinforced by four 
companies of the 22nd Virginia Infantry, and one compuny of the 
Htl. Virginia Cavalry dismounted. They poured a deadly lire from 
behind a fail fence into the ranks of the llltli West Virginia Infan¬ 
try, and especially into Company F, which happened to he in an 
exposed position, and ninny of its members were lining shot down, 
and many wounded and some of its members began to fall back. 
Their Captain was in prison and the First Lieutenant was on stall 
duty, and the company had but one commanding officer, Lieutenant 
llenry Bonder. John 1), Baxter, the orderly sergeant was in ad¬ 
vance of the company. At this point our Chairman saw the condi¬ 
tion of the company and went up to Baxter and requested him to 
get back and help line up the company. To this request Baxter 
never replied, but rushed up and kicked two or three rails otT of 
the fence and they both jumped over the fence and Baxter received 
a mortal wound. W. P. Morrison, W. M. Barnett and John A. 
Hlagg we believe were the next to cross the fence, and while cross¬ 
ing Blngg was badly wounded and Barnett had a leg shot otT. Mor¬ 
rison escaped unharmed. The man who shot Bartlett gave his life 
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II Uorvt h»w. Silo, Carr and 
>•“* K to him llii- rail fence 
'-.itl- No br»nr man limn 
*• "I l" war A flaw in omen la 
rifioi* w*« mortally umiiulnl, 
an oilier timid. He wax nn 

1 at thnl buttle: After the 
I to rolber «i|t the dead nml 


U r M.ii. iletmleil was Andrew .1. 


' 1 1 **i W.-t Virginia Infantry. They were 

: ii.! s:..'rt .i'*ni rr.-d a dead soldier, and look 


■ , 1 , tin- i• iii.-f where they were bring- 

» ■■ - ■■ -r. lie felt a crooked fin iter on 

Hand, owl t .- *in- .md feel of the iiuiii convinced 

■ • " r. Ji>l lb. therefore, called for sonic 
“vinjj tiui! In- tioiI found his brother, and 

- i for i certainty tlint the man 

’ - incident to l>r. W. I*. Newlon, 
'attic. h.- said that he took his brother by the 
-! -.e d-arity by which he knew the lifeless 


“* ir ‘ •’ ' rar. • li.it nothing; similar has ever, to our 

•s ;- Wn rv-s/rdrd iii tlie annals of warfare. 

!r- tex i" a yowiif woman was observed going among 
' '-sing intently inio the face of each one. On 

-Ar *h»: >1JN looking for she said, “I mil looking for 

- «*» the •• irst at tin- house of Colonel McNeill. She 
• ' : and ..... the wife of Captain Oeorgc I. Davis- 

- » ' ■ .m> George had gone through the buttle tin- 

*> far from the vene of eonllict when his wife was 
- the dead. 


„ „ . ,ra 8 wli «' '•‘•art rending scenes, vet 

! '* *° mv incident. James Sisler 

" , ' n *‘ d,er •l-»r.er»,aster, and had charge of 

... f n.. UH "" H - related tha, a, the 

«>■•;>■ they were on I hr retreat and in great eon 

..... ■ . Z "!:':'" 1 . . .'*.wlm. he would 

si. . . r,||, i, ‘"id Jackson said "Damned if I know ” 

.,:t:;: Xr te ^ r** 

* , ,k "- «'d m Hie confusion that the 
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tram of (h'llrral KeltoU' I.rdimm-e wagon, Iweiuiie (riglit. iw-.l 
whirled around, breaking the tongue off the wagon. They u . 
some fence rails on the wagon to set it on lire, nml he vn„t f.. r 
f several years after the war people would come to gather up *. „t. 
Vrred lend over the Adda. 

.Major Henry II. Withers, of the 10tl» West Virginia Infantry 
, "»* “ l,rj 'V‘- and fearless lighter. At the hattlc of Cedar Cr.-.-k. !„• 
was rallying his men and getting hot, he threw off his , : oat and 
having on a gray shirt got mixed up with some prisoners that were 
being taken to the rear, and was arrested fur an enemy and taken 
some distance to the rear, before bis identity was known. He fought 
with great bravery at Droop Mountain. 

Dr. T. M. Harris, of Ilorrisvillc, W. V#., was a physician of 
note, and when the Civil War otunc on lie recruited the 10th West 
Virginia Infantry Regiment and became its Colonel. He served 
with distinction through the war. lie commanded a division in 
the campaign from Richmond to Appomattox. Our Chairman. Mr. 
Sutton, saw him win his star, under the immediate eye of General 
Grant, at Port Gregg, in the final assault on the Confederate de¬ 
fense at Petersburg, Virginia. 

Hamilton Griggs, u member of the 10th West Virginia Infantry, 
is authority for u story illustrating the coolness of Colonel Harris 
in battle and under heavy lire. While Colonel Harris was lending 
his regiment into position for the final charge at Droop Muiinlaiii 
he passed to a section so rough that lie dismounted and was lend¬ 
ing his horse. A bullet from the Confederate lines passed through 
the long, red heard then worn by the Colonel, cutting out a wisp, 
lie stripped out the severed whiskers and as lie dropped them to 
the ground, turned to Adjutant John Warnicke and said: "John, 
take my horse back to the rear; I'm afraid lie’ll gel shot.'' Then 
He continued to lead the charge on foot. V 

Hon. Felix Sutton sent the following list of killed and wounded 
in the 10th West Virginia Volunteer Infantry. 

Nome Rank Co. Remarks 

Jumcs Pickens. Private .\ Gunshot wound through left leg 

Samuel Swccker, Private. A Gunshot wound through left leg 

George Walton, Privute .A Gunshot wound in knee joint, right side 

Henj. Moore, Private .C Gunshot wound in left hip, hall retained 

Isaac Hurkhnmnicr, Private. C Gunshot wound through left forearm 

George Osborn, Corporal.C Gunshot wound through right arm 

Franklin Fisher, Private ... D Gunshot wound right thigh, middle third 
John Queen, Private. I) Gunshot wound through left shoulder 
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MIHI WOftM 


p i,«uM lhi-n*h right mm above 

• —« NN»w *!!"'■ 

i t: lht<'4th lllllr flfipf 

p |,miM •'■ml ri|lil ntnd 
r, left knee Join! r»- 

U »H 

r Cm- ia.-I • -'uml through right If* near 

Im* f»lKl 

r i-.-.v-t w und right ankle. serious In- 

rahrlnc joint 

> Gu-.s l wound lop of right ahouldcr 
y Gun.fu't wound through loft shoulder 
P .s..- wound through loft nrm. shat-- 

trrod humurus 

F Gunshot wound through both »rm> 

K t.‘. • wound through middle, ring and 
little finger* 

F Cun.hot wound through left log 
K Gunshot wound through left forearm 
K Gun.hot wound through middle finger 
rich! hand 

G Gunshot wound in abdomen, flesh wound 

G Gunshot wound in left thigh 
H Gunshot wound in right side, perforating 
bowel* 

H Gunshot wound in left thigh, lower third, 
flesh wound 
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MittMta ON OLD ROAD, 
WMtPfc MAJOR MllEY fill 
WHIlt TRYING TO RALLY lHt 
22 "0 VIRGINIA INFANTRY 
JTATfc ROAD " Z4- 


KILLED 


, ; 'rr-i’! A Gunshot in head 

Pmitr A Gunshot mortally 

-->• Pttim. Pnrite D Gunshot in head 

K Ariiiar, Print*..E Gunshot mortally • 

:• Baxter. O.S. F Gunshot in bowels 

f~-.inr.r:. Captain II Gunshot mortally 

: i> ■! Sanders. Private H Gunshot mortally 

Puller 1 , Private H Gunshot mortally 

> • «.:>d and twenty-one wounded in 28th Ohio: their orderly 
■truant. Company F, killed. 

' - attrntnu i .! S been called to the Droop Mountain Baltic- 

•" : I'-;, been shown nil over the Stale, and being 

v > f -ii one of the paved highways of the State, no 

•* " v,ii *•*" shown than the great scenic views of the 
m 1,iU;n * * n,i river*. and the rich valley, lying at its base, together 
" !l "‘" r i'l- W 'H make Droop Mountain one of the nation’s 
b-ad.ng Attractions, and will advertise West Virginia, ns nothing 
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LOOKING FROM 5RLAST WORKS 
TO WLIS6OR0. SHOWING YANKEE 
*no WMITt HCU5E TO LEFT, 
GtNUAL AVE&Ell'S HEADQUARTER 
ON NIGHT BEFORE THE BATHE 


Scenes fnim Droop Mountain llattlefiild 
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1 nr».« |lnt.v»<*l rWw4,r at a row til meeting. 
*■. (uanl 1(*» fnUnMine rvwnliltinnt 
Tl.» ' *■> iW WrM Virginia IlMoriral Society ear- 
i»- l>r**p Mountain llatllp Kirlil Commission for 
w>.' aril in n»jntfit.| Idle lo I In* land on which Hip 
|aHl> -,. f. t '. • ir i for lb.- work that hn» ltd'll done mill IIip 
,'■«»' that • Umr ».» :«• for it> improvement nml beautifying one 
t4 ■ ."Vi'.p na'-irai vrnip view* of Uip SlalP; anil llmt fund* 

• kawW *■ io carry on the work Hint Hip Cdmmisaion 


■ f.w'wi. Tkal the thank* of Hip Society nrp hereby extended 
t i; -..—-j ll.-o- foe an! hr has given the Itntl Irlirld Com mis- 

ca in work. and 

• ... 'urtirr. That Hip memory of the brave men, of both 
a a>r» < • the memorable battle of Droop Mountain, 

•Jbwod *■ perpetuatni for all time bv monuments and parks, and 
S' • • • . .«t -y. ami that the State should no longer neglect this 
hi*j ' • Uttlrfirlii in l-aut ifying a spot, drenched with the blood of 
s • ••;*. .irv 'in i which cluster so many sacred memories of the 


- m further reports that the land optioned is not 
r»r e.in it i- made so. without acquiring the fifteen acres 
r-»r- • Ti..* your commission would recommend should be done, 

a: remor-anir ; r: -. to lie agreed upon by the parties in interest. 
- 'to rail special attention to the topography of the 
r There i- a straight ridge running north and south. 

■ i - great -t part of the land optioned. This ridge Is 
j; ; n-. to the north and would make a fine field for 
airplane* to operate. , | 

• r matter of special interest is an ancient lake that was 
. oy the Chairman of your Commission. Its outline is 
mark'd and shows it to have been a magnificent lake of 
' countless ages have encroached upon its shores, until 
1 n ' r " l, > 1 c <'ler brush, moss and vines. Its waters fiow 
' ' n,i " {,hc ,nk<> . «nd with two small fills would, in all 
: ' • tty, lie Anfli. icnt to impound the waters, to a depth of sev- 

' . around the lake would be about one mile 

'!*; ; '"' i w " W,cvc 'magnitude of the lake, covering 

■ • ... «•.. a-r. s. would support millions or mountain trout. 

,rr‘"T 7’" 1 ' 1 reco " unc "' 1 that the land optioned 
P rcliav/J and a deed obtained and the title to the fifteen 


Ua 


2 yjT'jr' .. . . «-«- -ft. ..f 

♦.I.I.IKMMMI may.. for thr payment of th- land, and to 

•»| Hie work of improvement »» rapidly a* pomiMe. ami • 
r.inli. r rei'oinmend Hint the marketable timber on the Unit* 1* «t.t 
i.ii.I that the rhlge. hereinbefore referred to. ahoold he unde »err* 

Slid for flying ■■■ncliinot; mid ulao that the water of the im- «tir.„|ii 
be impounded j anil that suitable drlvewaya and other atlrael 
features lie prepared ns early a. |.o<*ible and that ultima,el* sn .„ 
park may lie established and maintained that would !*> 
to those in other states. 

Your Commission would further recommend that vo.ir Rxerb 
leucy call the attention of the Governors of Pennsylvania ami ohm 
to the very valuable service rendered'by (he 14th P-n.-..;..van.a 
Cavalry, commanded by Colonel Sc.hoonmaker. and ti... j-h, in,.,, 

I "faulty, commanded by Colonel Moor, as these st.-u.-*, might 
to perpetuate the memory of those brave men by a suitable mmm 
Uient or nionumenls placed on the battle lines where they fought 
. Your Commission here expresses the belief that hy the e\|n-iuli- 
ture of a reasonable sunt nf money on the Droop Mountain Hattie 
field that if would become such an attractive resort and .if a *niue 
lo the State beyond estimation in dollars and cents, and that tii- 
same would produce a patriotic sentiment that would forever he 
blended and clustered around the field that holds so many sacred 
memories. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

•INO. I). Sl'TTON, 

N. P. Kendali.. 

It. P. Kidd. 

M. M. Harrison, 

A. \j. 1 Iei.m ick. 
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TKr Diooji Mountain Battle 

1,4 fHrpanJ If lulu /» Nmlltin) 

!•>.* tin . • n* ’ * * “ trwil <»■*•»!• III -1 mu invasions mill \’i rviimt 
lB L>Mr 11-.oililint. tW began in l»«k wore in their (tuaneiat 

ifMr< *■■■•■ Mfi-ni* li *» «' not long until Ihose west of 

ik. w. . • i!..n» of their eastern brelluvn. Tolmeco 

r ruivil liy slave liilior. whilst those 

.1 i. 1 • . • .i 'I tor many .wins upon furs him! 

r M j. thru jtiui i*r ..nnmodily in trade. Ami as it Inis hern 
tmm fhe bi.-inni-.' turn- t.isation began to lir agitated. Tin* 
f, .. « .»i ■•'»! very largely from their ftgiiiil share of 

iw bo- - So! very largely till* imlitieal affairs of the 

« 4 »w T-. siern i»>r:i<>n of the state was powerless. Their only 

!*;•»!«»» in ic The Civil War iiiTonleil them that oppor- 

t»i he 'hen ! ■ war value on, 32,000 of the yejinijr men „f 

IV. irr . it.- ;oii -.1 tin- ITtion forces. Though they were liv- 

i *x n - «■ ' ■ • irreat majority refused to answer the eall 

« r aiel when tie 20th of .lime, 18U3, eaine, ami West 

Yir_- n a .i.lmiit.-il ii-, a state into the union, the defenders of 

vi.-r, 11 .-ternlined to sustain ami defend the state at 
■k- ,-r v ,.r liloo I .uni treasure. The south was as fully deter- 

d • I* the territory of the state, and to prevent the rend* 

: - 't»te for which we all have the most profound 

■ • - ! r^sje-.-t lint a saerifiee had to he made and the battle 

**» j .li-.l .■ Wattle of separation. The best blood of Virginia 
*' Cir^iriia, men who had met on many bloody battlefields 

• it Hattie of 1 troop Mountain, soldiers inured to 
' i •l.inerrs. not soldiers of fortune, not soldiers for spoil, 

• i men a. whose liteasts was a living principle, a principle im- 
|,,i '‘‘ r 1 « !l "' r ,v«*uli by their fathers. At a distance, it would 

l ‘" k U- . <»iimoii eiuiv-iil that tile forces were to he assembled 
?-> « ti..«l I.-,: i.f strength. (ieiieial Averell, with a very foriniil* 
-Me fore, lef, Itevrrly nil November 1st, to find Hu- enemy ami 
, r " Vr " vrr I* found. General Win. I,. Jackson 

.. I,,,K ■' i " ,,| ««•"»! other units, bnlUilions ami eon.* 

£71‘.r, J T I0,1 mornm « »t the sth 

,lm,r . . .. U.1.0P .Moiuiiiin, „„,i 1 K 
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camped for the night. On the morning of the fith ru. . » 

"; r 7 "kirmW, li„, t l,„i ,.|,| hi, »o "7'" 

" f * 1,P About !) A. t| lc . loth w. V,. i„f, 2Hlb Or 

lnf |* nnd om ..puny of the 14th Pa. (Jav and « w *, "*1 

th'ov'f S H> T Vy | W0,C 801,1 ar ° Und 0n a back ro » d Wz mikT^ore 

*' . fo,m « d . * md s,n,H( tb « ^eniy in force. Here » where the 

PnnC,pal " W ,U,, * dRHt P« rt of ,hc b a«le 'vas fought, ami in passing 
° V| r Pi"* cleared land, not comprising more than one 

»‘-ie. thirteen were killed and forty-seven were wounded. Some of 

,oap wol,ndcd dled latp L so «n tins battlefield covering nearlv 
,W ° ,1,ousand ac«« nf land and fought on by seven thousand detei- 
""i.ed soldiers, wlmt would the casualty list have been if the land 
had hern cleared. According to numbers, it might have been a 
second Lookout Mountain, a Fredericksburg, or a battle of great 
slaughter. Providence was kind, whilst the Mountain State was 
baptized in blood. Averell then formed the 2nd, 3rd and 8th W. 
Vn * Minted Infantry, with a portion of the 14th Pa. Cavalry in 
line of battle, who succeeded in driving the Confederate forces, 
composed of the 22nd Ya. Inft. and 19th Va. Cav. and other 
units up the mountain, near the summit. While further on the 
l‘*fl of the Confederate line we find a portion of Colonel AverelPs 

regiment, 20th Va., Colonel.commanding, Kesler’s Bat- 

fnlicm, 23rd Va., Major Blessing; four companies Derrick’s bat¬ 
talion, a portion of the 22nd Va. Inft. Some of these units have 
Imth twice named because, as the fighting became more severe on 
the l on federate left,, they weakened their right by sending rein¬ 
forcements to strengthen their left. I give it as my opinion, know¬ 
ing the spirit of the men who fought that battle, that if tlie army 
had not been protected by a dense forest- that fifty per cent of the 
non engaged would have been slaughtered. 

I he forces engaged in the Battle were composed of twelve Con- 
f*d"r«h* units, regiments, battalions and independent companies. 

U h'l" I he i nion forces were composed of nine units, regiments 
•n I luittidions, there was but a slight difference in the numbers 
,h, ‘ *"*<> armies, the 10th West Virginia infantry and 
n »lc fM l * U,t comprised the flanking party and did the prin- 
v!' r . ,,,,K wn, f officially reported as 1175 soldiers while the 22nd 
,i ir 7* 11 ,,ran,, *.v*. Confederate, was reported officially at 550 sol- 

M«»*banT^! ln ior h ° 23rd Vir * inia ^Dalion 350 strong. Captain 
vvfe « n .i xi - 1 ‘*‘ > dismounted cavalry, Captain Herring's battalion 
J°i osier s battalion and other units composed a very 
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fli'KUMt lighting force. units 

..fought th. too.. : : 

»PP"*‘iMU*y.. a ■ 

AMliii Turned flic tale of bottle wan the ln -l^i t\, r r , , 
irenerid to fortify Ii'ih position and protect l,i, fl,.iik " ” rat *’ 
..nicer of superior ability, look advantage <,r ,|„. 
iiirn.-.l the Hank of the enemy with hU infantry „ n <t 
n their Keep, which 

All That saved the (xmfedcrutes from being cut ofT v-,* >i . i 
ihal protected their left flank. If (IcnernU .!a,-k»on and V,Ll 
had fortified the hack road over which the flanking units 
and protected their linos by falling timber and temporary breast 
works on the mountain side, which they lmd abundant time to ,!„ 
their position would have been impregnublc. The mere hem:,? „f 
u muiintaiii is of hut slight advantage to those defending it. "f .|„. v 
an- not protected by breast works. When the 10th West Virginia 
Infantry succeeded in gaining a position on the left of the tVm- 
fediTalc line, the Confederate commander seeing their peril and 
danger of being cut off, ordered a retreat. The roads being I.U.ck .-1 
by cavalry, artillery and wagon trains caused much confusion. 
The l.’nion victory was not the result of a lack of number on th* 
Confederate side, nor to the gallantry of her soldiers, but a l.i.-k on 
the part of their commanders to comprehend the situation and lake 
advantage of their position. 

Now we come to another phase of the history of Droop Mountain. 
We reason I rum analogy and from prehistoric evidence, that Droop 
.Moiinluiii has linen a battlefield of some prehistoric race, or bv the 
early Indian tribes of America. We read from journals of ('apt. 
Win. Trent, who says that the Sitawnecs were the most remarkable 
of all the people inhabiting the region east of the Mississippi In 
lb.sk* they fell miller the rule of I lie Six Nations and for half a cen¬ 
tury they existed ill various branches. The Miumis were a powerful 
lull..II. It is said they were the only Indians that ever waged a sue- 
..^.ful war with the Six Nations. The Delaware Nation consisted «»f 
tnr tribal organizations. They were driven by the Six Nations from 
il.e Delaware river to the Sii.s<|iiclianna, then to the Mononguhelu. 
Kcrcl.t-v.d says ilmt the'Catawba and Delaware Indians were said 
t.. loir b.-.-u engaged in war when the valley of Virginia was first 
ili<.i.iriisl. Several bloody battles were fought between those tribes 
• a ti<«- lb.i..mac. Other battles occurred on South Ib.aich in lluiup- 
•r..rr County, ami near Franklin, Pendleton County, according to 


|H'«-r M.'IAtu\ (\»u mission HmtHT 


it) > mvutivil between the I lid iii ns on Cow Pint! lire 

jl.vrr V !Utrvnj:*( m Hath ramify. We see tlmt near am! on 
,(rn «o.h l I'r\Mtj> Mountain Indian battles occurred, and there is 
i \ t r \ tr«Nvxi to believe that possibly many battles were fought on 

. , i». » . :* h-.i> not only a fortress, Imi a supply of war 

materv*! rich am! inexhaustible. 

! ,n. ;r. preyed with the thought that in the ages long gone by 

. .. „ ..... f the western or southern tribes of North America hud 

*.<),• ,.f I'a-ir s'rung defensive outposts on the Droop Mountain. 

There are unmistakable evidences of it in the rich valley at the 
... • , : the mountain where in the rich, level land supplie.s-.were 
abundant . 11 :.i where their warriors could he assembled to a natu- 
•, fortified i>nsition in the plains at tin* foot of the Droop Moun- 
ri cxv aval ions, where thousands of tons of rough-flints have been 


removed. 

And on the top of the mountain in a field by the edge of the lake 
ground is covered with spears and arrowheads, a field where 
natives have gathered thousands of the Indian handiwork 
ami the chips and spalls to this day cover the ground. 

This must have been a great military camping ground for the 
warriors of the forest by the side of a lake where the waters flow 
up cold and sparkling. I imagine in this ancient lake there were 


count less millions of trout from which these warriors feasted and 
:> ■!!; 'lie valleys and rivers. And rich hunting ground. Supplies 
were abundant to feed the warriors, whose duty it was to protect 
the rich hunting grounds. And this the metropolis of the assem¬ 
bled tribes it is known that in the ages of the past different tribes, 
tierce and warlike, fought with desperation and relentless fury 
over tlie possession of favored territory. For time unknown the 
tribes of the north and those of the south were at enmity. 

Droop Mountain was doubtless one of the strongest strategic 
position on the spurs of the Allegheny mountains. Droop Moun¬ 
tain points with unmistakable evidence to the metropolis of some 
powerful and war-like nation and we doubt not that the very ground 
ov. r which the soldiers of the sixties fought with such courage and 
da ring was one made red with the blood of the savage, a war-like 
|**op|e long since extinct. 


I he evidence they left is crude but distinct. Let us in the name 

of a !.iMoiy-loving people, living in the pride of a great age, mark 

t in historic battlefield, dedicated to the freedom of West Virginia, 

with monuments of granite embellished in art that will forever com- 

ITT' t,w i *''l>«Tishaldc memory ami heroism of the sons of our 
beloved .Sfale. 



Report of the Droop Mountain Battlefield Co 


mmission 


I ho Droop Mountain ISattlofleld Commission respectfully S „|, 

1 r fP» rt: TI 'Ot on the 25th day of January M‘>7 

House Joint lioaolutlon No. 8, was adopted, whirl, is as follows- ' ’ 

1 rov.dmg tor the appointment of a commission for the battle- 
hrlii nn Droop Mountain.” 

Keaulved hy the Legislature of West Virginia • 

"'."T 0t T «"> W “ r occurred 

'"Ml".. ••iililliif'N, l„thi nlll ( ;,'i ’/ " " ll " in tvlil.l, \V,.„| 

,,f Dial buillu, yet there- arc- «UU |j v j IJk , ,,u * !u ’ M,< * 

murk out the- various positions of the- diflw „V “• W,,d ciU5ficn * who van 
that were the 

valley of the’ GiwnbJL^M^er.^the^itUe^level^p 011 ° Verlookin e th * 
and the far off peaks of the AlWhan \r ‘ e f of I ocahontas County, 

cs ■r v WwSsssssi' - - 

five, three from the House a^d°tw^fr^the 6 ^ ^ ? PP °J i nt a comiYlittec of 
to look over the battlefield, temporarily mark thfbaU^Unes^ ^ * 
ail necessary information from the n M . A i r , . . lmes ’ and s€cur e 
the community, that everyZir authle ^ \" d Clti2enS ** livin ^ ™ 
generations. The committee shtll ° *!? y b ° preserved for future 

which the battle was fourht anrl dm 0wners of the land upon 

of such land, of not less than fiftv ■' • * C ° ndlt, ? nal °P tion on some part 
to the committee. ‘ > ‘‘ties, at a price that seems reasonable 

zt::r ut t n be paid their — 

uJSr* p! '" iBt Itew,1 ' 1 tio " nml in compliance 

. yo,,r hxt,(,|, '*ncy on tlie 21st day of April 1907 , n 
P«"iit«(| a com mission ax follows: ‘ ’ ’ 1 

I'rom t|„. Ho,,*, of" DHejfntea : 

John l». smion nf Sutton, Weal Virginia. 

.. f':. . DrafInn, West Virgi 

£ '£ 2 r*■ w *'»' 

ll ' l «" , h if Tln,„„„, W«t Virginio. 

rJ lZ!, . .Virginia. 

Ct> «f ,C. •**;...--^hday or April. HUT. in , h„ 

.. V “'SST' .. . .. .. I*. Sutton 

1 •>. h Ken.lull SovroUfy, 
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I>«• Commission at this meeting authorized flip Chairman to 
RTpin.v a competent engineer to aid and assist in the preparation 
r of the map of the buttlefield, showing the most important points in 
this, one of the fiercest and most, decisive battles waged on West 
Virginia soil during the Civil War. The Commission then ad- 
journed to meet at the call of the Chairman. 

Your Commission pursuant to I lie rail of the Chairman on the 
1 Sth day of July, 1927, met at Marlinton and on the 19th visited 
the scene of the battlefield on Droop Mountain, accompanied by 
(piife a number of\prominent ancl interested citizens from Carlin- • 
Ion and Hillsboro—many of whom were thoroughly acquainted 
with the battlefield and furnished much valuable information to the 
Commission. 

On July 20th, 1927, the Commission met in session at the resi¬ 
dence of Mrs. Rebecca B. McCarty, which is located on the farm 
where t lie great and destructive battle was fought. All of the 
members of the Commission were present. 

The Commission inspected the battlefield and made a fairly 
complete survey of I In* same. Tl comprises more than two thousand 
acres of territory. 

Your Commission further reports that they stood on the summit 
of Droop Mountain on a calm, quiet summer day, when the whole 
surrounding country seemed at peace and there was nothing to 
indicate that sixty-four years prior to that time those who wore the 
blue and those clad in the gray were engaged on that hill in one 
gigantic struggle for the mastery of West Virginia, then in its 
infancy. Kach army fought for what it believed to be right and 
' ■ y all of the men who were actors in that bloody drama were 

< • Virginians. But the North and South ended their bitter 
■ • . lie* Republic was preserved, and the animosity engenderbd 
’hat conflict has passed away and universal peace reigns 
throughout (he Republic. 

. / •■•■•■in. spread nut before us was one of indescribable beauty 

• • i ■ illlui'iit Towering mountains, the smiling and fertile 
, Hu iimm and historic Greenbrier River, flowing gently 

• 1 I • of tIn■ i ipi'ril mountain. Nowhere in all of our travels 

» •«•>• st. v itm «,.„.,i micIi heciiic beauty or such a location for a great 


•li t ioii v oiii ('oiiiiiiirsHion decided lliol a part ol 

• t sIkmiIi! he optioned fur “A Battlefield Slate Park 
that ih,. gruuiid ntt hr need in the McCarty farm, eon- 
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rs.Mh.- of Mm,,.! on.* hundred and forty-one acres, this covering the 

w wlu ' rr U "" U ‘ was mosl fi( * |,Ge, y Waged, and such option was 
nil,aim’d, subject, however lo a reservation 0 f fifteen acres around 
tii.- residence and also the graveyard of one-half acre 

This option is filed herewith and made part of this report and 
,hr .Secretary was directed to send a copy of the option to your 
Excellency. The matter of making a survey and of locating and 
•narking the important points of interest was left, to the Chairman 
Ymir Commission further reports that the Chairman caused to 
hr made a map of the said battlefield, showing the location of the 
l»nt 1 1«* lines and position of the different units engaged therein, as 
well as much other valuable information, which plat is filed here¬ 
with and made part of this report. 

The ('mumission then adjourned to meet again at the call of the 
Chairman. A call was made by him for a meeting to be held at 
Weston, West Virginia, on the 28th day of December, 1927, at 
which meeting all the members were present, except Delegate 
Harrison. At this meeting the scope of the report of the Commis- 
s i" M was decided upon and the preparation of the report was dele- 
i.Mtcd to Senator Kidd, with the aid of the Chairman and Secretary. 
It was the expressed intention to make the report very complete, 
and that it should contain tlie photographs of your Excellency and 

• d' the Conunission, and further contain the cuts and a brief 
-I-.graphic .sketch of the leading officers engaged in that hotly 

• mi.M.-d battle, as well as photographic views of the field and of 

Little Levels \ alley. That it also contain a picture of the old 
1,1 T l, .d now -standing, and further a recommendation for a lake 
•md Hying field, and that it also contain letters and interviews 
•■•H - i from soldiers engaged in the battle and other interesting 
.i i‘h-nt'% connected therewith. 

'i ■ ir < ‘oniiiii.tsiou further reports that all of the matters set 

1 -if- til.,| herewith or printed in this report and asked to be 
purl thereof, 

«f. 4 . 

• """"i .-noil report n that Droop Mountain is a high oleva- 
,l ' " fl * r '''' 1 above neu level, and contains several high 

i ' U •‘•'lling, anil is a limestone soil amt the tract 

-•"it out- |>,ill cleared. The woodland contains some 


(•Mill 


T1 ‘ l * , ‘* mountiiin in beautiful, stretching north- 
""^i* '*’* ,l "’ Luth» Level* of i'uvtthouuui (.'utility, 
1 w of the Alleghany Mountains and the (Jreen- 
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brier River ns it cuts its way through the myriad hills and spurs 
of the Alleghenies. 

Prior to this battle there were no considerable Confederate 
forces anywhere in West. Virginia except in the Greenl >rier Valley, 
which was held by the Confederates from its head to its foot, a 
distance of about one hundred seventy miles, and which protected 
Virginia from attacks from the west. For the purpose of dislodging 
these Confederate, forces, General Averell was directed to march 
from Beverly, West Virginia, to Lewisburg and that it was while 
on this march he met the enemy at Droop Mountain. The battle 
was there fought on the 6th day of November, 1863, between the 
forces commanded by General Averell, and the Confederate forces 
by General John Fehols and Colonel William L. Jackson. 

Your Commission further reports that this was the only battle 
where the forces were composed largely of West Virginia soldiers, 
and fought on West Virginia soil. 

Drooi) Mountain is fourteen miles south of Marlinton, seven 
from Midpoint and four and one-tenth miles from Hillsboro, and 
is also ten miles from Ilenic station, sixteen miles from Frankfort 
and twenly-four miles from Lewisburg. Your Commission further 
r ports that Hills Creek, rising at the base of some high mountains, 
of Droop Mountain, sinks and passes under Droop Mountain, 
iIn* middle of the battlefield, then emerges at the eastern edge 
■ r<- . f L called Locust Creek. It flows about two miles to the 
Greenbrier River. 



6RI6. GEN. 

WM. L. JACKSON 


BRIG. GEN. 

JOHN BCHOLS 


COL. W,P.THOMPSON 


COMMANDING OFFICERS OF- CONFEDERATE TROOPS 
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Reports Made by Participants 

^i»ur Commission sets out herein a partial renort mml* „c . 1 
lwtt,c by the leading officers who participated therein: '* '* 

General Averell’s Report: 

consisMtif? or, 1 , 0 'asth^.ioToh.mo "mZ"? C^I 1 a"mZT olf 

Mounted Infantry, Lieut Col F W ti *’ s n ^ uun 

Mounted Infantry, ^'ow’Sw * 

Cnl r \r o i . ^ w * y » 141,1 1 ennsylvania Cavalry 

m " tr ; »"«' Batteries ft * Q 

£ v 7ng Sm,a L ' Bl,t ArHlto * V. Keeper and C. T. 

Tl,. 0 W the t m 0 rni s g ° f thP 6t " WC ‘■'PP'-ouohed the enemy’s position 
O.o infantry and one corps of cavalry was sent to ihe rH.tto 

scent! a range of lulls, with orders to attack the enemy’s left and 

rZ ? c TLZ°" r 1175 —■ - £ 

The 2nd, 3rd and 8 th, dismounted, were moved in line obliquely 
right, until their right was joined to Moor’s left Cnl Moor 
-mys when he arrived in front of the enmy’s position, at 1:45 m 
he formed a line and ordered Col. Harris to move up in double 
I nek, who arrived m the nick of time. “See first formation map.” 

Lieut. Col. Scott’s Report 

'it'"; C °\ AI " X - Sc0,t > 2nd West Virginia Mounted Infantry, 
“t “ l,ol,t 12 o’clock, having moved to the front, “ 1 was 

7" *° <><>"»'><.«mi fight «„ foot, „„d w „ s 

“ P ,m " i "" the third and eighth. At this 

- »r ih. 3rd, 811 , and 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry in line 

. t r with .... The ,„d. ard and Mh Wl „ V,rg„,ia 

, “ ..""mediately i„ from of the breastworks ” 

.. : »"....Of Unit number 

.1 . ' fourteen wounded, two mortally, one of 

w w,,rr •**•»» wvcrcly nml rtvr slightly. 

Hcpurt of Colonel John Oley 

N ‘ rfc#,,, ‘* Mounted Iiifuuiry. After taking u»y 
‘ ,h * 6 th. 1 wik ordered to clear 








ithJ'ORT 


1 ’<‘11;,lion. L„ fvr ( . 0 , . p 

r f«» tlrlnch Hi ose companies of the 00 n,i v • _ au °n was ordered 
i"i m John If. Tl, Colonel" Goo,Jn ri S"S Infantr v under 
Behol.s Brigade. The 22nd Virfrini* ** • atton ^mmanded 

hunilred a ” d strong, losing one TuLlr'e? with 

hilled, wounded and missing The *>{,. i v - 1 and thl rteen’in 

hundred and fifty strong, lost sixtv-one inkin' 1 Battnlion . throe 
missing. * ,n K'lled, wounded and 

Three companies of the 22nd n „ • 

hundred and twenty-five stronn- \ o t • | a P tam Thompson, one 
twelve missing. Battle ended at 4 v. M ‘ * d ’ thirty winded, 


Keport of Maj, Wm. Blessing, 23rd Virginia Battalion 

\\ hen the fighting became verv severe I i , 

will, six companies to the support of or<lepcd to mi ‘r«h 

one hundred and twenty five dismn V * ,n * ars,lall > who, with 
back on the left. dismounted cavalry, was being forced 

“We were then forced -back to a fence at the ui™ i a , 

*7 " lu " rcinfOTC «' by three companies of the 22nd" Vi - 
and one dismounted company of £ JJ Jg“ 


Report of Col. Thompson 

-‘sj’rr-.x r— -»««'»- 

M.jor Blessing commanding DcLni^ ST* ^ jUSt 

.. .-.. 


Report of Col. W. Wiley, 20 th Virginia Cavalry 


•Say* that about o r, ,, ... 

H,h virgi .hr„„„, l .d^ f '; n e t r ;, a,,aeked b -'' •*- ^ ** »m> 


Report of Col. Milton J. Ferguson 


f. , - ‘ * itawn 

K. I.nlVn,', TZrrt ( 4,V “ l,y ' ** y * th,,t he ^ported 

:T U :T' " r ''v-d m Ih,.‘ i“ w,i0 w “* «»«>* the 


, ,,u,r, '!' i .. ' uf Xov ‘‘”* , mr. who was then on the 

" f 1 •*««»!* M«iiiu ll i,i !*"' 11 "* 1 ’olonel Jackson at the eastern 
<M |iia«lr«ni of , |||( ' ‘ *• * he morning «f the 6th. <>,„• 

' 11 waa ordered to take position on the 
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old v.Pond of Locust Creek. The efficient men of six companies 
were dismounled, four companies placed on extreme left under 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Gibson and two companies in 
center. John D. Baxter, orderly sergeant of Company F. 10th 
West Virginia Infantry, was the first one to cross the rail fence at 
the bloody angle, and fell mortally wounded inside the enemy's 
lines. 

Letters Bearing Upon the Battle 

Brownsville, Fayette County, 

"' Pennsylvania. 

, November 16, 1927 

Dear Sir: 

I saw your inquiry about Colonel Schoonmaker of Pittsburgh, 
in the National Tribune, for tin* week of November 11. In reply I 
would inform you that he is dead. ITe died October 11th, eighty-six 
years of age. fie died from the effects of an operation for appendi¬ 
citis. I was with Colonel .Schoonmaker in the Battle of Droop 
Mountain in the 14th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company E. 

George W. Arison. 


Chapel, W. Va., July 12, 1927. 

Dear Sir and Comrade: 

f do not feel that I have health or the strength to meet von at 
the Droop Mountain Battlefield next week, much as T would love to. 
1 hope you will he able to properly locate the field. If you could 
J.nd tonic i oiitrdcratc soldiers that were in the fight or native eiti- 
/, t who were acquainted might be helpful. As I remember the 
•u'lnv w.-r<- stationed in line of battle and we advanced on them. 
i “ ■ l, ,! l * ,e P«tf:li, as I remember, during the hottest part of 
I was near the head of the Company where we joined 
•up.my A Sergeant ol Company A — 1 can’t think of his name 

1 ' ,IM "W VVheeler, Milt Kollyson ami others 

wounded near about Die same time. When the enemy lied the 
1 "jl-'D rvw mi . M that were able followed in pursuit, I think, 
w‘*»*aig. | eoul.HS that I was more concerned in what was 

" 'l '. nMti,, « '*»«• l«y the land. Please excuse the 

llojm you succeed. 

KcsIM't'l t il II v 



MAJOR 

HE06EMAN SLACK 


KlfOttC IANHAM 
COMPANY H 


CAPT. FRANCIS MATHtRS 

COMPANY | 


cw-l JAMtS 5 CASSADY 

COMPANY 0 


CAPT. fcLIAS POVVfcLL 

COMPANY K 


CAP? f*/-/ , Ml 

WM A WAUON I 1 

COM PAN? M I 

*• *MFANIRV, lAltft CNAMotD TO 7 FM WEST VIRGINIA CAVAURt 
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_ Coffeeville, Kansas, March 5, 1027. 

l > i:.\u but and Comrade: 

^ our letter just to hand having been forwarded to me from 
;; ,p “ • . M> : recolIoetion of the Dr °<>P Mountain Hattie is indefinite 

—‘ e a sx xt=x aas 

ST trrX^-S,®* ■» - -. ~ 

I do not remember that there was a skirmish' line ^ r"7"’ !“ l0 ™' 

our company struck the most formidable point in W ‘' yS tl ,'°" Kl,t 
■ would love to go over the field bnt do not nln flddun'l wifiT' 
able. Anyth.ng I can do will be cheerfully done. With best wishes. 

Henry Bender. 

baX r ended aPt ' ,in miStake,) * s to the ““.e that the 


l rogress, W. Va., April 20, 1027. 

j^lar Mr. .Sutton : 

Vour letter received the 19th inst. 

The battle of Droop Mountain begun about 10 o’clock a. m. and 
iasl ‘‘‘I a,,out onis hour, as well as I remember. 

J belonged to Company F, 10th West Virginia Volunteer lnfan- 
My position battle ranks. General William Jackson’s troops 
fro,lt ’ aud 1 ll ° 1101 remember about the skirmish line. 
kXT prW0 " er8 Wl ‘ rc “■'"'red, and do not know the number 

fm.ju!!" 1 ' 1 ' W,U n0t |,,n, ‘ il " ,y Bttendi V8 « meeting of the 

Very truly yours, 

I. (J. Knukl. 

S "“ I lie was Mistaken us to the length of the engagement. 


M \ lltAtt o uu y 


witsu; 


c.iiugi villr, W. Vtt., May ‘J, 1927. 
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from you. I would have answered snmmr k„* 
rrr%- poor and I have been ill for several weeks Now ™ y T '° al,h ’ s 

C LoMcr. I will try and write a few lines, Sn^ n “J “ 
lion desired. ’ g 5011 tho lnf orma- 

Wp capped, as you will remember, in front of n 
Mu- foot of Droop Mountain. The next morning at "ZnZ\lZ 
earn,, and started across the fields toward a low gap in tho moun 

am ; m \ h0 '\ e f mmne the pike behi " d the Confederates on he! 
west side of the mountain. We were led by Austin Bimvn ..Ik!) 

J»rowu and Mose Stilloy, former residents of that locality ' Before 
reaching the low gap on top of the mountain we ran into the Con¬ 
federates in the woods. The battle now begins, it being about ten 
o'clock. The 10th West Virginia was in front, followed by the 28th 
Ohio. When we struck the Confederates we faced south. The 
ha!lie raged along the top of the mountain southward. 

I was wounded near the pike, 60 or 80 yards distance from it, 
at I he close of tho batt le. The Confederate who shot me was 
already wounded and was resting on a log. lie shot me as I was 
on my way to try and disarm, him. The other boys were wounded 
between the low gap and t he place where the pike crosses the moun¬ 
tain. The battle ceased sometime between twelve and one o’clock. 
J ho dead and wounded were carried away to Joe Beard’s home, 
" here they had erected a temporary hospital. 

f am the only 10th West Virginia soldier left in Jackson County. 
Are W. F. and Silas Morrison still living? 

I was glad to hear that Captain Bender was still alive, and 
pleased to know that you arc well and strong. 1 have always felt 
indebted to you for saving my life on Bolivar Heights. As regards 
my family, we are all well, my children are scattered, some being 
JM * Olio and some in West Virginia, while my oldest son lives in 
Morula. I would like lo see you once more ami talk over our old 
* u days. Come over to < \>l tageville with Eugene Slaughter 
> •m.'tiiin*. Drive over from Sutton. My faith is clear and strong 
o» < brut and for a home in Heaven, 

A rilv me noon again. Beat regards to you and family. 

Your old comrade. 




JOHN D- SUTTON 
CO F IOTH W YA. INFANTRY 


HENRY H WITHfD 


MAJOR 


IOTH W.VA. INFANTP 


A W GREGG 

CHAPLAIN 
8TH W.VA MTD. INFANTRY 


LIEUT HEN8V OrM' 

| CO F.IOTHWVA 
PROMOTEM 

N captain 

] FOR OALLAMi 


JOHN D BAXTER 
ORDERLY SOT. 

CO F.IOTM W VA INF 
FELL LEADING . 
LAST CHARGE l 


50ME PARTICIPANTS 
IN THE BATTLE OP 
DROOP MOUNTAIN 











Brownsville, EWett* “ 

I>kah Sin and Comrade: ' ‘>nnty, Pennsylvania 

r see by tlie National. Tribune whore von ; 

""• v 0,d comr “'l‘ 1 who was i„ the Batt „ T-IT for int <>™ta. 
I was in that battle. *™ e of Droop Mountain 

I belonged lo the 14th PennsvK.• 

sylvaoia and the 2nd Virginia ‘'8th'Obi 1 ',? lry ' Tl,e Wth Penn. 

I'irginin Artillery. the 10th ViUinii were ‘ J "’ lnS ’ S Batter .V of 1st 

to come in the rear of the fort The brie-ad! ‘’T""' "' 5 ri h'>'< 

»»»»•«■» and we bad oiXst! 

orders. - v down ami wait for 

I belonged (« Company E 14rl, iv,,.,. i 
in my right arm, August 7 is(j4 r s ^ va 111 a, and was wounded 

or -lie .. removed. 0 am 81ye “id ^ ^ “ ,0 “ i " d >« 

... old. Was wounded It " h " 1 1 

Jackson, Virginia, in my finger. * *’ A U “ m,a * a,B0 at M »- 

- George W. Arison. 

Dear Sir and Comrade: JI °' ne n °* M> J "' y 14 ' 1!,27 ‘ 

. 

I was a member of the lOtli West Vir.di p I00,J Mountilin - 
took part in that battle W Reg,ment I ‘>f«ntry and 

and .1, a w Lated'tlm ! ‘ rU °" ?‘ C ri,fht "’ ing of force* 

..I I bem whlrnu, a ' Its “ "* and 

lo the eneiiiv. Until we Lute to an P “'* bl,t "’ ltl ' heav - v loss 

.. down There w °‘ X ' n “P** Where ‘" U H«d 

Of .. from one volley ' % /“'"""t’ 8 ! "' d W a 

and ,| 1Ht is wll ,. / ' U heu took s,le,ler behind logs and 

.. gloved to t ^ r b 7 Ca,,t ilrd C »"y W his life. We 

n»c haul,..' ° ,m< I0uted the Johnnies, and that ended 

^ ours truly, 

* 1‘. S. Clothier, 

( “■ A, lOili West Virginia Infantry. 

SU Ms. Hutton i a “» s mvay, W. V«., April 27, 11)27. 

1 w 'b ny 4 „„| IU| 

" f >"‘11 lt»ttvr Inn \v!ii U ,I,U ,M, ‘* ns 1 " ,,s HW *y m the 

..-.*o;,b„ , u ' 1 1 u ; ,o "' iy »*•«. 

‘November, as the day of the battle, 
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r^ars‘rs; to mow ° n - *-*• 

™ey moved down very ear, " 'VT7 T"'"/"""' 
«l>°m 8 o’clock. Jackson moved his besieg«l b,,°k \n ,T S "" 
of the Droop, and at about 10 o’clock TT , , ° Cr0 ' vn 

'ivc.y, beginning tl „. eastern^ fi "^ 
around southward near the Locust Creek Mi] an T’’ 

Black Mountain. Genera, Kchols ^tfw "T 

direction of Lewisburg, between 8 and 9 o’clock and Col IT T 

zrj; :z nr 

mountain, but Derricks Battalion place,iTT'tT" '""’I 

left wing of W. L. Jackson, and the Uth ’avalrv wT T , ° f * he 
■niiin top of the main mountain near the tun. dk V T 'T 
artillery. General Jackson’s artillerv va j , ° 

turnpike. His line of battle con,inn,‘I, Z !?„"X 
ward around to Hills Creek, including the line of Derricks ski, 
mrshers, as stated commenced at about 1 o’clock. Fighting fiercer 

and fiercer began in earnest and ended at or near 4 or 4 HO i„ thu 
evening. 

General Avcrell moved his men very near the top of Droop the 
men were surprised, but I was not. I told the General but I was too 
ate with the news. That is why I was there in the charge to call 
Colonel Derrick to fall back. I lost my horse by it, and was cap- 
lured to boot, but got away before they got off the mountain I 
belonged to Company B, 26th Virginia Cavalry, W. B. Jackson’s 

Brigade. I was a. courier and then knew nearly all the southern 
lines of battle. 

The regiments in front of the center, east of Droop Mountain, 
I knew was there was the 14th Pennsylvania, the 8th and 16th 
avalry, tin- lOlli West Virginia and 28th Ohio. Those two regi- 
"i""tk done the heavy part of the fighting. Allllines that I come in 

.T‘ : ' . .. "“.V had skirmish lines. As to prisoners caught 

n Hid* I <Ion i remember. Hut there was forty captured 

M« ll U’lls I mi.Ll III.. * 


, . I ^ * * * “ w * v ■■ (to »t;i i (I I > i 11 i I I I 

. ,,' l<> present anil attend a meeting 

'»*;• < miimjttiM* a. Home time 11.m year, I can't ju.st say. 

_■ i » °n considering or criticising my pencil 

fccrMlcl “.*«- ‘»‘.v *you are very hud. 

Vimii'm respect fully, 

m. . AIlLYON HtmilKM. 

he bone* of the Imrse Iihv.. n...... .iu.. 
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r f ederal infantry 

f^UCK THE LtWISbUHG PIKE 
AT LOWER. END OF LAKE. 


'/ijSW'OKOF lOTMWYA 
‘ I. H° WOMtW '‘Of t“l> 


‘tOVER WHICH 10 TH W. VA 
28TH OHIO CROSSED. AND 
WARD LINE OF BATTLE AT 
*4 5 P.M. 


uunuin liiitdolield 
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Incidents 


* our Commission has tried to so mark th 
ent un,t ® »»d by actual survey ” P °"" lon of th * differ. 

Wbieh we have pIanted *■* tte —km 

may he a sure guide to the pub |j, ^ 1,1 "" h » v >‘ Prepared, 

diet's that fought the battle, and !£ . 1 V ,**«*«« of S()1 

son.‘ erS m>m “ ,he ***** *«a» ever 

ortlj'lha”, Ids'chS gall Th/crO™’* Wri «> the las, 

«ad, “Pa,, hack to pike led o .rn «.ul 

dispatch hut his horse was killed and I ,l '’ 1 '* the 

escape. *" led and he captured, hut made his 

- £m%Z h,” =SSu*V“ 

‘■ack, whereupon Kestor Z1 , ,h «* w " r " giving 
minutes, saying they were whfn d l "'7 to 8,,m<l ,ir "' r '"' «w. 

vi t7 

.- 

m£Z T li “'gJ“ vl Z mM ?r . .... '•> . . 

14th Virginia f 7 r bln,a ^ n ^ antl "y> and one company of the 

behinla f" 1% ^ ™ 8 y Poured a deadly fire fro 

helnnd a fail fence into the ranks of the 10th West Virginia lufan 

exposed poltio'^Ld 10 ^T"'' F ’ "’ hi<ih hl 'PJ'“ed lo he in an 
.... I ’ c lnajl y °f its members were being- shot down 

Their CapttjTw' d and SOmP 0f itS members began to fall back! 
duty, atiTlhc Jn ™ and thC Pirst L “'"ienant was on stall 
Henry Bender Johlf iT 006 c6rrunandln & o^eer, Lieutenant 
vance of u'eTomnanv At 7 ’ . the «** s ^cant "’as in ad- 

tion of the cornJmv^ i P ° ,nt 0llr C ' ha,, ' i,um «»w th « comli- 

«<t back and t0 J5 -ter-d requested him to 
never ri*iilii.d i )m , , " (()m l>««ny. lo this request Baxter 

th.. renj z:7 up r 1 “ twu ° r ^ «* <* 

tt nmriiU wound w j ,u ' ,,,<,, ovt,r ,,IC fence and Jhixter received 

'“•UgwebScwlL^r"' W - “• u a " d 

>«K lilagg was ha.lle , 7* l ° * ,r, ” w 1,18 f,l,,<!8 . ‘""1 while eross- 

rmun e:. i : ' 1 77' 7 »"«l Harnett had a leg shot off. Mor- 
1 U u,llmr a,cd. The man who si... 


1 


i: iv. 
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Tor thfi runs e ho espoused. George IT \r • 

„ i> sIiiivit were the „ f Cm, lpiniv Si,as c »t and 

■n irred ..car .he close of ,l„. l )a f„„ "" rail fence. 

"• ,M,X,W • Vl ' r espoused a cause „ r went, * brawr ma » than 
all.-.- Hus Major Bailey , )f y. u " ar - A few moments 

" hil" trying to rally his m ,„ , 0 k e ‘ 11 "» s »’ or t»H.v wounded, 

“ n ":;; r ‘"" l soldier of courage and ,|J„„ **”*■ Uo '™> *■> 

I wo most path mi/. 

- -.. of soldiers vmsZaiild * '”,T Aft " *'>e 

wounded, and among the number ' <M u !> the dead ami 

*Slmri of ('onipany p io.j, « r \- " K • Was Andrew .1 

"-king in the night, mtd ^ d!J 'T l I nf4mtl * ^ -ere 
, ' 0,(, 1,1 ,lls ••ody to remove him t0 ,),,'j !'' '* sok,UM '’ and took 

«*» -»-l iintl woundedro^e.her \ m^ th ? 

the dead soldier’s hand , . . ' ' '' ero °kfd Anger on 

«... .-I w„ his ;;LXr ;^;r 7 :: 1 ,Ue n r 

one to bring a Imlit savin.r .1 i , ’ M ‘ efore > cal, ed for some 

"Imn he had the light lie diseov. r 7 f"" f ° llMd h ' a brotht ' r ' " ml 
was his hrothcr. I„ •' , 7 T " C " r '" in '- V «* »»» 

£ „7ter - ^* 5K sa 

tfecoD^S 1 !^ 0 '“1T- In T obs,;rVL ' d goin " amo "g 

baiag asked what’ f. '' ‘ m ° the faCC of e “>> one. 0 
George.'’ she was the ^ *° r S,le aaul » 1,1 am Poking ft 

rs OIK. \\aS tile gllPSt at t wi ® 


George.'’ Shi wj the^ ^ *'* **'*• “* am ,ooki »g *o 

had recently married and , * h ° llSe of C,)lo " el McNeill. SI, 

so, h »f County. o7or,i'7''n ft l.°f C iV >tain . Ge0r “ e 1 Davil 


-n, of I jewis Conn,; Oe l ; T ^ ^ 1 

... and was lar from ° 7 f" e tl,r0 "" 11 «>e battle ui 

looking among the dead * Mtn ° 01 conrtlct wheu l»*s wife m 

i„ •••- -^~e„e 

. 'a..,e X “ “e"' lS - "" "fted .hat . U,U< 

.■ hr ... " • Were o„ „,r retreat and in great eon 

11 . -I*-, train a,' d 7‘r' '«•» "ha. he would 

1 .. . '‘c 'hm ordered 1' ““ " U ‘" n "^ 1 knew.” 

u " ’be Bowiehurg „ik ,7''"^ lu ™ '*.eir wagons, and 

1 • H# ““i '» the confusion that the 
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ream oh' General Echols’ ordnance wagon, became Frightened, and 
whirled around, breaking the tongue off the wagon. They then put 
some fence rails on the wagon to set it on fire, and ho said for 


several years after the war people would come to gather up sent - 
Vered'lead over the fields. 


.Major Henry H. Withers, of the 10th West Virginia Infantry. 
, was. a brave and fearless fighter. At the battle of Cedar Creek, he 


was rallying his men and getting hot, he threw off his coat; and 
having on a gray shirt got mixed up with some prisoners that were 
bring taken to the rear, and was arrested for an enemy and taken 
some distance to the rear, before his identity was known. He fought 
with great bravery at Droop Mountain. 

Dr. T. M. Harris, of Ilarrisville, W. Va M was a physician of 
note, and when the Civil War came on he recruited the 10th West 
Virginia Infantry Regiment and became its Colonel, lie served 
with distinction through the war. lie commanded a division in 
the campaign from Richmond to Appomattox. Our Chairman, Mr. 
Sutton, saw him win his star, under the immediate eye of General 
Grant, at Fort Gregg, in the final assault on the Confederate de¬ 
fense at Petersburg, Virginia. 

Hamilton Griggs, a (member of the 10th West Virginia Infantry, 
is authority for a story illustrating the coolness of Colonel Harris 
in buttle and tinder heavy fire. While Colonel Harris was leading 
his regiment into position for the final charge at Droop Mountain 
In* passed to a section so rough tliat he dismounted and was lead¬ 
ing his horse. A bullet from the Confederate lines passed through 
the long, red beard then worn by the Colonel, eutting out a wisp, 
lb* stripped out the severed whiskers and as lie dropped them to 
r •• ground, turned to Adjutant John Warnieke and said: “John, 
t-'i.e iny horse biiek to the rear; I’m afraid lie’ll get shot/’ Then 

•■Milliinieil to lead the charge on foot. V 


Hot* FHu Sutton sent the following list of killed and wounded 
miiu- hub Wisi Virginia Volunteer Infantry. 


N*mr K«nk 

Jainc« pickmt, Private 
fctotucl Swcckel. 1*11v mI t* 
V\ «tlun a 1*1 lv mIv 
'‘‘“ l Muoir. I'liVatc 


Co. Remark h 

A Cunahot wound through loft lei; 

A Cuimhot wound through left loir 
A Cunahot wound m knee joint, right aide 
1 Cuimhot wound in left hip, ball retained 
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team of General Echols’ ordnance wagon, became frightened, ami 
whirled around, breaking the tongue oft' tiie wagon. They then put 
some fence rails on the wagon to set it on fire, and he said for 
several years after the war people would come to gather up scat- 
Vered'lead over the fields. 

.Major Henry IT. Withers, of the 10th West Virginia Infantry, 
was. a lnave and fearless fighter. At the battle of Cedar Creek, he 
was rallying his men and getting hot, lie threw off his coat imd 
having on a gray shirt got mixed up with some prisoners that were 
being taken to the rear, and was arrested for an enemy and taken 
some distance to the rear, before his identity was known. He fought 
with great bravery at Droop Mountain. 

Dr. T. M. Harris, ol Ilarrisville, W. Va., was a physician of 
note, and when the Civil War came on he recruited the 10th West 
Virginia Infantry Regiment and became its Colonel, lie served 
with distinction through the war. He commanded a division in 
the campaign from Richmond to Appomattox. Uur Chairman, Mr. 
Sutton, saw him win his star, under the immediate eye of General 
Grant, at Port Gregg, in the final assault on the Confederate de¬ 
fense at Petersburg, Virginia. 


Hamilton Griggs, a member of the 10th West Virginia Infantry, 
is authority for a story illustrating the coolness of Colonel Harris 
in battle and under heavy fire. While Colonel Harris was leading 
his regiment into position for the final charge at Droop Mountain 
1 m- passed to a section so rough that he dismounted and was lead¬ 
ing his horse. A bullet from the Confederate lines passed through 
t lie long, red heard then worn by the Colonel, cutting out a wisp, 
ib- stripped out the severed whiskers and as he dropped them to 
th.- ground, turned to Adjutant John Warnicke and said: “John, 
t.iin- my horse hack to the rear; I’m afraid he’ll get shot.” Then 
in- rent mill'd to lead I In* charge on foot . \ 



mil,. Kith Went Virginia Volunteer Infantry. 


Nam* Hank 

J attici l‘l« krna, 1‘rivute 
"••mo.. | Kwt-rkirr, Private 
Walton. I'nvuu 
u«n) Moure, I'nvuio 
1 '** 1 Mutklintnitiwr, I'rlViU 
‘W**’ i.‘«ruor*l 

• Fuhtr, I'rlvnt*. 

gu««n, I'nvulf 


Co. 

A 

A 

A 

C 

r 

c; 

i> 

h 


Kentnrka 

GtinnhuL Wound through left log 
(iun-hot wound through left leg 
Guiinliot wound m knot* joint, right side 
(•uimhot wound in left hip. hall retained 
'•uniduit wound throuirh left farem-m 
(•uiiHiiut wound through right arm 
Gunahoi wound right thigh, middle third 
tiuiiMhot wound through left shoulder 



rHOI' 


N,A,N commission Kepout 


fours. Private.1) Gunshot wound thro.,.* • v. 

... .. ,, .. ^bolowtr^^am above 


■RF ... , u ... ™<| Mow olhow m a 

Stnlnoker, Sergt. h Gunshot wound*? . ,. 

TT.I’M K ;7 n .T , Vi' r IVnU ' v.n Gunshot wound f,n R er 

w* "• ,)odd ' Corporal.K Gunshot wound in Ufl u 

«•... » Ramil ..- „ - tained m ' cft k »«« Wnt re. 


. . . .- intend r iKhtan Jll K 

Ww Inn Snuivno r,..:..-*- ~ _ Volving joint an e ' ser,0Us h»- 


.F of right "shoulder 

Silas M. Morriso,\ w ~ ^ humurus ft arm * shat -; 


- wound through left 
Silas M. Morrison, Private F r.. te u ed . humuru s 

Addison Wilson, Private,.F Gu , n ^wS thSJfh middle^ng and 

asassar-i gisi— 

“■ "«• :=> o™K;: 3 Ssg:Si?iS, 

irsaBrwsr.s §“e—; *,■«-«. — — 

s™. .m. «ss=j as:s,t»-, 

James M. Randle, Private. M Gunshot wound in left thigh, lower third, 

flesh wound 


KILLED 


P r urry. Sergeant.A 

r; I- Shaw, Private. A 

' Bryson, Private.D 

M Shriever, Private.E 

J/'hn D. Baxter, 0. S." p 

' oleman Channel, Captain.H 

I'ivoi Sanders. Private.H 

Wf«lny Pullens, Private.H 


^* v> killed and twenty-one 
*^ r r* *nt. Company F, killed. 


Gunshot in head 
Gunshot mortally 
Gunshot in head 
Gunshot mortally 
Gunshot in bowels 
Gunshot mortally 
Gunshot mortally 
Gunshot mortally 

wounded in 28th 


Ohio; their orderly 


• Aif-fition hag been called to the Droop Mountain Battle- 

*' r4 ‘ hns hern shown nil over the State, and being 

IT. ' I? 11 U 0,1 of i]u ' P avecl highways of the State, no 
ifartMMi ran he shown than the great scenic views of the 

h (hi hrttldltn^ r " *' v *^ c * v ' *t it* baaa, together 

,j ltl(f m1if ' 1 " dl 1,1 n ^ < * Droop Mountain one of the nation's 

r n»ul,i a. " ,U "* Wl1 * "‘ivrrtisr Went Virginia, as nothing 



«** Mr{ t)|, | 

«H,t k* 


II.• 


'•or attention to the fort that the effort that is 
i • <-vrinpu) ( .|,t ni „| iirftuufytng (he battlefield 
^jK»nbr i.f every old uildier. living of either 
* l ' T *>«l approx ui of thr eitixciK of the State. 


























LOCUST CREEK FROM 
bREAJT WOO.KS 


M'CARTY FARM SHOWING 
GORES GROVE AND 
STATE ROAD *24 


MAQK&R. ON OLD ROAD. 
WHERE MAJOR. BAILEY FELL 
WHILE TRYING TO RALLY THE 
22 u ° VIRGINIA INFANTRY. 
STATE ROAD * 24 


EWING 5 BATTERY . 320 POLES 
EAST OF LURTY‘5 BMTERY. BY 
GROVE OF TREES. ^ 


Itwjr. NG » tO* bitAST WORKS 
’O "njil-XO I ROWING VANISH 

hah mo mouh to ibm 

GintkAs »*nim miaimjuariiM 
* <M>1 MW Til# BAfUl 
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'V-M Vinrinin Histnriral K»,mty a. a ra™, 
p^j j,, rhnrlpston, passed the following resolution- 
—fttsolved, That wc, the West Virginia Historical Society ear 
r.csMy commend the Droop Mountain Hattie Field Commission for 
l»* ir ll,bore antl zea1 ’ in acquiring title to the land on which the 
battle was fought, and for the work that has been done and the 

efTort that ,R bcm - made for the improvement and beautifying one 
of the greatest natural scenic views of the State; and that funds 
should he appropriated to carry on the work that the Commission 
has begun. 


“Resolved, That the thanks of the Society arc hereby extended 
to Governor Gore for the aid he has given the Battlefield Commis- 
sion in its work, and 

“ Resolved , further, That the memory of the brave men, of both 
armies, who j ought the memorable Hat tie of Droop Mountain, 
should be perpetuated for all time by monuments and parks, and 
the battle’s history, and that the State should no longer neglect this 
historic battlefield in beautifying a spot, drenched with the blood of 
her own sons, around which cluster so many sacred memories of the 
dead.” 


Your Commission further reports that the land optioned is not. 
complete, nor can it be made so, without acquiring the fifteen acres 
reserved. This your commission would recommend should be done, 
at a reasonable price, to be agreed upon by the parties in interest. 

We wish to call special attention to the topography of the 
mountain. There is a straight ridge running north and south, 
through the greater part of the land optioned. This ridge is 
smooth and rises to the north and would make a fine field for 
airplanes to operate. 

Another matter of special interest is an ancient lake that was 
discovered by the Chairman of your Commission. Its outline is 
plainly marked and shows it to have been a magnificent lake of 
water, hut. the countless ages have encroached upon its shores, until 
it is covered over with elder brush, moss and vines. Jts waters flow 
out from the end of the lake, and with two small fills would, in all 
probability, he sufficient to impound the waters, to a depth of Sev¬ 
ern! feet, and a driveway around the lake would be about one mile 
in length, and we believe that the magnitude of the lake, covering 
iiImiiii fifteen acres, would support millions of mountain trout. 

Your Commission would recommend that the land optioned 
should he purchased and a deed obtained and the title to the fifteen 
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.'f'!. 1 ’" ftifart and thataft appropriati.. 

.+.{.>.000.00 moy 1)0 made for the payment of the Inn,Is and to earn- 
"" 11,0 vvork of improvement as rapidly as possible, and w,< w„„M 
further recommend that the marketable timber on the lands be sold 
and that the ridge, hereinbefore referred to. should be made aeees- 
si bl for flying machines; and also that the water of the lake should 
be impounded; and that suitable driveways and other attractive 
features be prepared as early as possible and that ultimately a great 
park may be established and maintained that would be equal at least 
to those in other states. 

^ our Commission would further recommend thai vour Kxcel- 
leney call the attention of the Governors of Pennsylvania and Ohio 
to the very valuable service rendered bv the 14th Pennsylvania 
( rivalry, commanded by Colonel Schoonmaker, and the 28th Ohio 
Infantry, commanded by Colonel Moor, as these states might desire 
to perpetuate the memory of those brave men by a suitable monu¬ 
ment or monuments placed on the battle lines where they fought. 

^our Commission here expresses the belief that by the expendi¬ 
ture of a reasonable sum of money on the Droop Mountain Baitle- 
held that it would become such an attractive resort and of a value 
to the State beyond estimation in dollars and cents, and that the 
same would produce a patriotic sentiment that would forever he 

blended and clustered around the field that holds so many sacred 
memories. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Jno. D. Sutton, 

N. F. Kendall, 

R F. Kidd, 

M. M. Harrison, 

A. L. 11'elmick. 
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The Droop Mountain Battle 

(A >‘"» er prepared by John 1). Sutton) 

AI’r«»r I lie country whs freed i,..i: 

berame established, the people be«mn » l "i " U ’ as,ons a,,d Vir »inia 

nffnii-H m..l public. inie^tT It Z m °* * ^ eir 
, 1 ,. mi 1 , ^ n Wds ,,ot until those west of 

' f l,!Sl ’""- VS ... *"■<><» of tlieir l„vtI,,,.,, T ()1 ,,™ 

” "I ™-st, r.i«d by slave labor, whilst thl 

. ’ 'aoiiniiims depended for many years upon furs ami 

frinsjnjr as tlu-ir principal commodity in trade. And as it lias been 
rpom ,ho be f»»*ng of rime taxation began to he agitated. The 
l'ivhi body of the east escaped very largely from their equal share of 
’ le bu 7 en » l)ut co»U-olled very largely the political affairs of the 
slate. The western portion of the state was powerless. Their only 
relief was in separation. The Civil War afforded them that oppor- 
tnimy; hence when the war came on, 32,000 of the young men of 
Western Virginia joined the Union forces. Though they were liv¬ 
ing in a slave state the great majority refused to answer the call 
of Virginia, and when the 20th of June, 1803, came, and West 
\ irginia was admitted as a state into the union, the defenders of 
the new state were determined to sustain and defend the state at 
whatever cost of blood and treasure. The south was as fully deter¬ 
mined to retain the territory of the state, and to prevent the rend- 
,n * of t,,e st«te—a state for which we all have the most profound 
love and respect. Hut a sacrifice had to be made and the battle 
wa, joined a battle of separation. The best blood of Virginia 
•iml West Virginia, men who had met on many bloody battlefields 
pi -.r to the great Battle of Droop Mountain, soldiers inured to 
hardship and dangers, not soldiers of fortune, not soldiers for spoil, 
•m-ii in whose liieasts was a living principle, a principle im- 
I in I heir youth by their fathers. At a distance, it would 
'*** l,k ' ‘‘••■"■non consent that the forces were to be assembled 
f«o « tin.ll *, ,j ,,| niiviiglh. (Seiierul A vend I, with a very formiil- 
J.u Itrvrilv oil .VoVrnllor Isl, to find the eiiein.V and 
uii. " \,. r In* might he found (lenerat Win, L. Jackson, 
"‘ u “ ‘"uoidf Mini severnI other units, hattalioiis ami com- 
•*' '*•' ‘*ii»einl lie hols mi the imiriiing of the (it li 

'•"d tl!.- ( t ' r tfa ' 1 *’ r ""* n ( b»icr«d Averell emouii- 

it*. 4k M i„i ,»' ' * 4, ‘ i**ur Mill I *oini mi the morning of 

,I,M “ ,u , * u * f ,Kil of Droop Mountain, and there 


the lieutenant 


}!n p»ny. He appeared to be 


This company was engaged In thi 
following battles: Philippi, McDowel. ! 
Winchester. Cross Keys, Port Repub j 
lie Seven Days, Fight around Riot, 
mond. Slaughter Mountain, Second , 
Manasses, Brestow Station, Sharps 


General Skeen was 
n f ti e company. He . 

, , i.urchuflng agent of the County 
Court as he paid the bills for the 
SSJ .S .U VpK ■her.f.r. O.- 

der date of June 2o, . , ereD burg Fredericksburg, Second Win j 

ed an Itemized account bnderjxpen^ c[ies[er Geltysburlfi Mlne p, un kn<1 


c»c Incurred on march of Pocahon 
Rescues." amounting to 808.68. 
U was allowed and 825 paid on ac 
count He notes a balance of *43 68 , 
due him. and I doubt If It was ever 
paid to him. * 

The big Item of expense was 837.42 
for shoes—nineteen pairs bought on 
Mav 23. at Philippi, from J P. 
Thompson The other Items include 
bacoD. tallow, flour, meal, horse feed, 
gloves, hats, cotton cloth, calico, 
socks, shirts, blankets and whatnot. 

On May 20. at J. W. Marshall’s 
store he bought a pair of gloves for 
Captain Stofer at 25 cents and six 
combs for privates for 81.00. Also 2 
cravats, 81; 2 flannel shirts, 82; and 
2 more pair gloves 60 cents. 

On Maj 22, at Beverly, from A & B 
Crawford, two hats for 83.25. From 
J. Burket, also at Beverly, pair of 
shoes at 82 and 2 pairs socks 30 cents. 
On the same date from E. B. Bucher 
12 1-2 pounds of tallow for $1.25 and 
, 52 1 2 pounds of bacon at 14u, 88 35 

On May 24, Elder Douglas was 
paid fi.33 for supper, lodging and 
oreakfast for 13 persons. 

On May 25, 82 50 is paid Jno. B 
Curln for Gllham tactics. 


the Wilderness. At the Wilderness 
the 25th was captured: the Pocahon 
tas Rescues and replacements hao 
been reduced to seventeen men; of 
this seventeen, eleven lived through 
the w ar, six dying In prison. 

The last member of Company I, to 
pass over that 1 know of was Captain 
J W. Mathews, of AnthonysCreek, 
who died about twelve years ago. 

Captain Stofer came from the Val 
ley of Virginia. He was a lawyer, 
and he served as commonwealth's at 
torney for Pocahontas a number of 
terms: He had been a soldier In the 
Mexican war, and fought In a num 
her ol battles. My recollection 1& 
that Captain Siofer was not wounded 
In the war between the stales until 
the battle of Cross Keys when he fell 
with five bullet holes In him. Every 
one of tlifise wounds was considered 
mortal, but he recovered aod survlv 
ed the war some twenty years. As a 
child, I remember him as a friendly, 

courtly gentleman, known In his wide 
circle or friends as the "Count." 

General William Skeene served as 
clerk of both the county and circuit 
courts. He was succeeded just be 
fore the war by the late William 
r IZi. i He was a resident attorney 
Huntersville for many years. He 
erected Attorney General of the 
State of Virginia. _ r 

L-J.certainly do wish that General 
Skeene had written up the "Tin Cup 
Campaign" day by day, Instead of 
quitting off on the record the evening 
of the third day. 

gM too busy, for after three days, he i~ ' ou hav ® got to hand It to the 
: In tr,e middle of a page. j General that he was a considerable of 

In inrauinv nr >> i. v .u a manager to march an army of fifty 

' Her* refer,, d R as ihe "T S ^ S °“ e M, " ety rD,,es ' and back 
c-r.' .-no..™- A TJ“ on a campaign of several weeks, at a 

cost to Pocahontas County of only 
808.08. 


grand jury indicted him for perjury, : 
and he appealed to the Supreme, 
Court, where the case dragged along| 
for years. I presume that the case 
against the Captain just naturally 
went by the board when the new 
state went democratic In 1870, a new 
constitution adopted and the rights 
of the southern sympathizers restored 
I will look that case up some day 
when 1 have the time 1 have the 
Impression that Count Stofer was de 
fended by Spencer Dayton, a native 
of New England, father of the late 
Judge A G, Dayton, of Philippi, 
United States District Judge. 1 do 
know that Mr Dayton successfully 
defended the numerous Confederate 
soldiers who were Indicted for murder 
after the war, In this county. 

My friend, the late Hugh P Mc¬ 
Laughlin, always took delight In re- 
■ latlng his experiences as a boy on 
this "Tin Cup Campaign ’’ Some 
where along the road to Philippi they 
came to a farm where there was a 
mowing machine with Its longue 
propped up, In a shed. Few of them 
had ever seen a mower, and word wus 
passed down the ranks that it was a 
| cannon. One boy took a good look 
| at It. and remarked on the length of 
I the ramrod! 


'reach cotton, r s 3 J 4 yards"°dr cdtloD 
df.hiog and one made, shirt, In all 
■J; 2.l» correct'aiid-beeessary: for 

I the use pliafd-company.fen up tbs " 
Mr Skeen started oTr fine to keep a 
’i report on the progress of the 
Pocahontas Rescues” bht I guess he 
iree d 
Page. 


Cupcampalgo " A cup was all the 
nolp«;tnl furnished them. They 


Cap 

On. 


After the war Confederate soldiers 
were deprived of the rights of citizen- 

the 


P'o.id^ thHr own arm*. 

, T'- 6 ' **»hy referred to w„ 8 

Un l a, "P b >' Ihelr Inability to take the 

• • . 'test oath. Before a man could vote, 

- ••.« Illh VI, , |. ' Hi,.' srma!! ,l0ld O,,,C0 * prBOtloe lavv - etc • 1,8 must 

' ' f .mx , w , r m swear that he had not aided or abet 

• :' •••. , j w S' ' , , N •'• ,l * t,d the Confederacy. This did not 

.. ... . ,, ■ * COm Captain Stofer a bit. At the 

.... '\! y ', , first opportunity he presented him 

. , ' , l ' ,e , ?f 8 ! ,0, ' 1 'V» self at the bar >.* * practicing attor 

- ....... . ., r '*'l ' ll *b* , "l«d ney, took the oath and resumed his 

a ' irtl law work where lie loft off after four 
. t |, , ‘ */. 1 ■ * ‘’■ ll ' 11 years service In the army of the Con- 

7. “ states of America Tub 


_E 1 
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DROOP BED. STATE PARE 


i 


On top of picturesque Droop Mountain, about four miles 
from the little town of Hillsboro, in West Virginia, CCC Camp 
Price, Co. 2,598 have done some wonderful work on the State 

Park. 

It was on this site that the greatest battle of the Civil 
War in West Virginia was fought about 72 years ago. It is said 
that the only brass cannon that this part of the confederate army 
had lies buried in a swamp within a stone's throw of the camp. 
Although 72 years have elapsed since the great battle, many signs 
ar.i memoirs of it are left. While rambling through the woods one 
^ay find the old rock breastworks which were used by the Confed¬ 
erate and Union soldiers alike. 

Aoout three miles from the camp there is a large cave in 
Tf "‘ soldiers manufactured gun powder. It is now known as 
"Saltpetre Cave." Occasionally old grave markers are found. 

Although there are signs posted along Route 219 showing the 
' ' --on of the great battlefield, it has not yet received much 

on from tourists because of the seemingly impossibility of 
■° n * no not much can be 3een from the highway. This is 
' r,ti plaoo for picnic's, as the CCC boys have built chimneys 
' C r,o) lng, find noatn and tables, etc. and have made the site 
— 1< Of itt of th»» bettor known park* in Pest Virginia. Roads 
“ ’ . J4V „ tor> n built that load to views that are entrancing. 

Visitor* tire always woloone. 


■;t-3 

battle of BARTOW - October 3, 1861 

rP jrore three battles known as the bettles of the Greenbrier Tor d, which 
place at Travelers Repose, now known as Bartow. One wcs October 3, 1861, one 
31, 1861, the other Dec. 12, 1861. Since the first of these battles, the one 
ef Cct ober 3, was the biggest one, that is the one we shell consider in this report. 

The first year of the war saw five battles in the Upper Tract, as upper 
Pocahontas was usually called at that time. The reason being th: t the Staunton and 
Farhersburg Turnpike crossed the Greenbrier Valley at this place and it was one of 
the most important thoroughfares in the nation at the outbreak of the Civil War. 

It was well served by stage coach lines and it formed a favorite route for persons 
frcn the middle west who wished to go to Washington and other eastern points. 

The political significance of Western Virginia seceeding from Virginia made 
the passege of the Allegheneys the most important spots to the military operations 
on bcth sides. 

The Federal army had already occuppied Tygarts Valley in Randolph, and the 
^.-.federates hurried armies into the Greenbrier Valley in Pocahontas. Their foremost 
«as et Travelers Repose. The camp was called Camp Bartow in honor of Col Francis 
-• >'rtow of the 7th Georgia Regiment who was killed in the battle of Bull Run in 
* -7 .-Cl. The camp was co mended by Gen. H. R. Jackson of Georgia, who no doubt 
-* 1 1*- in honor of his friend. 



' bull ing of a smell town on this old battle field, the postoffice 
' " i>b Travelers Repose was changed to Bartow. 

Th* f.fl.r.1 Army was csnpod at White's Top of Shavers Cheat at an elevation 
r • -1 4,2* f«t. About 20 miles ss.t of them on the top of thonaln Allegheny 

■ tbs Gonr«a*rt '.OB at an .J*T« of .bout 4,100 fast. Th. nsw soldier, w 

- r M .b other on th... high tops. ftW W 
•:«. . time but on* iM*. That ... .h.n th. 

' _ . . _.t night end h.d gott.n let. 


Mi B t 


j \*a to ercBB Ohs*t «t n 




;,*,!*« »• * XW 
Sale of Barto. 

Caop Bartow was at the foot of the mountains. All three on tne Staunton A 
Parser slurg Turnpike. The Yeagers, Arbogosts, Elevens, Burners and Houehine who owned 
t Ms section of the county were all secessionists. In fact there w Q8 hardly a Union 
z&r. ir. the whole cf Greenbank District. No where in the mountains were the Confederate 
States sore solidly supported. 

Gen. Reynolds at Whites Top had on Sept. IS, protected the left flank of the army 
at Zlkwater, and he had kept Loring from passing so he decided to do some passing 
himself. He decided that he would march an army over and surround and subdue 


Staunton. Ee ordered his men to prepare four days rations each, and on the morning of 

Oct. 3, 1861 at one o’clock A. M. he put his forces in motion and they marched down 

the mountain to Durbin. He had about 5,000 troops and 6 batteries of big guns. His ' 

forces were: Hcwes* Battery, Loomis* Battery, Michigan Volunteer Battery, Daums* 

Battery, Virginia Volunteer Artillery. 

T i * - • - v 

24th, 25th, and 32 Ohio"Regimo-nts 7th, 9th, 13th, 14th, 15th, and 17th Indiana 

Infantry. Robinsons Ohio Cavalry. Greenfield Pennsylvania Cavalry, Brackraan*s 

Inliana Cavalry. 

Closed to them were the Third Arkansas, First Georgia, Twelfth Georgia, Twenty- 
T --einia, Rices Battery, Schuinekers Battery, and the 31st Virginian of which 
j. c. Arbogasts Greenbank Company wes made up of local people (Hope to have a 

co =;i*u ii*t 0 f tbiB 

Co. soon) 

Fadersls got to Durbin about sun up and sew an advance guard under Col. 

“ "-* 1 Johtsoa lr. front of than in or above the narrows which separates Frank from 
:j - iz.. Tumy Bmt up m cormon or tmo IIIld fired at them. Johnson fell back and the 
F * t%r »U amrotad up tfca road and through the fields. .Johnson had his horse shot and 
It ttla er^g^ot . He held the oolumn up for an hour and it was not until 
111 had oj.er.ed oc hU and a flanking movement started to his right that he 

'‘* r * c the mU • rks at 0»sp hertow. 
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HT., t e S. »ll»r 

cf Bar t0 * 

r Feierfll army placed two batteries in front of the Confederate breastworks. 

T , e5 , batteries were 6 guns in the meadow about half way from the Burner house to the 

East 
on e 


on the other side of the turnpike. The Confederate batteries were 


East Fork and 2 guns -_ « 

B low hill Just behind Travelers Repose, where there are embankments still plainly 


on 

♦o be seen. 


In addition Lieutenant Woocing placed a gun on the Turnpike directly in front 
of Travelers Repose, from which he fired 90 rounds that day point-blank at the 
enemy across the river bottom. The big guns kept up a steady firing from seven in the 
netting until 2:30 in the afternoon. A rifle cannon the Confederates expected to do 
great damage was a disappointment for after the first few rounds the ball stuck and 
cculd not be dislodged until Sergt. Timothy H. Stamps could get there from Monterey. 
There was more powder burned in the big guns that day than at any other battle in the 
mountains. It was a great aey for noise. 

But ell this cannon firing was meant to’ cover up infantry work. It will be 
remembered that the turnpike is an east and west road and that there is a north and 
5 rczi paralleling the river. This Huntersville road comes to the turnpike at 


Travelers Repose. ' • 

* r 

.Oer.. Reynolds proceeded to send infantry against both ends of the Confederate 
-'1 r>o. it looks like one could hardly call it a flanking movement for these 
' • '--.ts old not attempt to swing in wide circles. It was the plan to let the artillery 

lng hot along the turnpike, while his forces were to attack both ends of the 

*'*.*rat* position. 

• 11 -ke'.n erlde-tly expectod n wldo flung encirclement for he had sent Johnson up the 
T ' ' ■ ••• v. nn f! mile, and he was clear above the place that the xederals attempted 

v - 'rce.. ' * j 

• . trusted th. tifnii of hl» loft l down the river) to Colonel Rust and his - 
lr «pm. It -111 b. rtn:.oraborod that tho Federal* bad a right largo order in that 
' *• U t , #cfoM ,.a, ojen fields, ford tho river and climb « st«*p hill to 


te 


** • fbrijfi, 



R ,.. t marched down the road toward Greenbank until he had drawn away from tr.e river 

_ an elevation overlooking the river. He then marched by the er.d cf the 

gr.i ‘ 

♦works ar.d took a station between the river and the breastworks, but before he 
-ruld forte his men, the Federal batteries commenced a rapid fire, and a regiment 
i.-'entry left the road at the Burner homestead and marched across the meadow; 

: e : the river and climbed the hill. The Arkansas troops, however, met them at 
,v s cr est of the hill and the regiment of infantry went back and marched up the 
on the other side of the road. This movement of the Federal troops moving 
f:rst to the right, then to the left, puzzled the Arkansas commander. There seemed 
to be a discussion as to what the orders were. I was warned afterwards thet there 
..id been a misunderstanding of orders. 

Col. Richardson saying. "My regiment is to attack on my right." "Not at 
til", said Cel. Wilder, "You are to attack the enemys right". This confusion of 
criers marked the turning point of the battle. Now both regiments were in the same 
; and it therefor? permitted the whole power of the Confederate artillery to be 

rested to one place. The feaerals could not face the fire and retreated in great 
.on. Both regiments went into the woods at the north of the turnpike and aaded 

’• ‘ ' - r.sion already in that quarter. 

- Confederates called t..is one of the greatest victories of that year. The 

*>-1 tt o roeonnisoance in force. 

1. kill* «* wound*. Fedoral. «. «* tySf* . 

r - t.fc lo*t ono ntena of color*. 





ti s. Dilloy . 



There use to bs a covered bridge at Karlins Bottom (L'arlir.ton) across the Greenbrier 
River. Thi6 was ore of the bridges that came through the Civil War. Xrrnies marched back 

end forth over this bridge and it figured in battles and retreats, but as it happened, • 

*. ♦ . 

sever but once was an attempt made to destroy it an that time Mrs. Kargaret Pooge Price 
«s able to scatter the fire. That was during Averill’s raid. 

Years after the war, Andrew Price saw enfold Confederate soldier, James Schieler of 
Greenbrier County examining the walls .of the bridge. He said that he was looking for the 
loopholes he had used during the war./ i ■ >. . 


so ft- » is taow, there ns but'one tie. that they had a battle near Kar i lns Bottom> 

“ *“ ^ "° nth8 " f0rtifi8d people on either aide did not under- 

,t “ < “* C °^° VerSy ~ ab0 “ t -.- knew ws that there were soldiers stationed 

Srid5 ' " d ->y.the bottphjea full of blue-coats, and that therewas such ' 
ot'alry charging, that the'confederates retreated and the Yankees went away 

. ^ B - “° mtt ** teUi ^ -id, ■ Well, I thought "l had 

J / n,„ horae. but with .11 thoa. bullets flying around „e, it see«d liU 0i „ ard 

^ »ot run *t all.- ■ V- 

..•C///' ? ‘ rk "' “ nd C °' ,f ' d ” r " 1 ' 8 80 * etI th8 with cinnie balls ... . 

•* ~Z ZlZl'Z ,#r “ tlm ' pocahonta8 ”• th * ° bj — - —... 

- ... ' 127 ™ 650 8t *»• beginning of th. War y. t 

u * - - ...‘LIT • - - — Rob . rt 

.. „„ ° f mi ’ b8 ‘*~“ «“‘-.*l. .„d Linwood. 

' (Thi. .." "*”• “ '" d ,f ‘ h * krt< «* « ‘■Vitus Botto. .. hl . 


* •*«“ • 1 *n 4 Ing «,. d „ r „ yH|>| 


r.nj* into h Tea 


t»r.) 


: er. 


tV.rr be™ a 


rt\ out* in this county have been traced by letters he wrote while here.. 

,, tor*villa that winter the 25th Ohio wee camped and with them was Hajor ^tor u e 
general Jiilroy was in command of the forces end conceited a plen 

chance to lead a small army into the Greenbrier Valley by way of Cld rield 
r ef £lk Riv8I . to farlins Bottom. It having been about two weeks since he had found- 

the upper road blocked si Top Allepheney. 

_ eb9ter entered upon his campaign with enthusiasm and he executed, orders with neat- 
s'- dispatch. His little army was made up of 400 soldiers from his own regimen*. 
-=rched by the Elkwater fort and there he picked up 300 men from the Second Vtest Yir- 
c-.ria, ar.d at Lirwood he was joined by 38 of Brecken’s Cavalrymen. He had loaded up his 
s.-ply varons and the army of 738 men moved south into the country of the enemy. He left 
tonsville December 31, 1861*. On the* evening of Jen. 2, 1862 he reached the place where 
•'* Crooked Fork of Elk turns to encircle the upper brench of the Gauley R. There they 
r: the *.irber barricade cut into the narrow 'defile the fall before when Lee's army with- 
ir-t from the waters of the Elk to the waters of the Greenbrier. The trees were all *cut 
z r« than a tile. It was impossible to get his .wagons through without losing too much 
t. he left them there with fifty men to guard them.’ He took the path to the left 

: : 't aide of the blockade and he climbed the mountain early in the morning of Jan. 

>. 1461. jj. 

,eb,tor 2 0t to the top of Elk fountain on the Gey place he could look down the 
" V c-f Creer.brier end see the tents of the company who had started to winter on the 

• *•' -hrt part of rarlinton now occupied by the’Union Tanning Co. Another company . 

"* do-n the river on ttie west side where the old Price Place is. 

fortified against investor from the-north. The old road came u P a 
f . ‘ 4&Wn t0 lh .° brldR0 hoad * 0n t0 P of this hill was a cannon. A part 

" l ,MUk * "" #n - °" th0 eo#t of ih0 river on the bank was a trench of 
.. .. ’ r " l#Beth ° f * > ‘ Bl iB now th * Tonnery. «©* of tenement houses, with 

e rosd topped the bank from the Unrlin ford. These forti- * 

6r " dl * l **"°* Of about 4dO yard., and made the road ex- . ‘ 


• t ! 


• thi 



i i.wn m Mountain, ihrou 


* h th * lo y^ viUag. of 


Edray, 




I r jfirvcn'# F.idge to the rebel settlement of ’:arlir.s Bottom. At the moutY of 
Lk h« etopped long enough to sent a squad of cavalry aprose the river, and they galiOped 
. -he bR® 1 tank of tl ‘* river 611(1 t0 the Huntersville road firing and acting outrageous 
,-tract attention while WebBters infantry came on down the west of the road. The cevaj.- 
r co-'ng in behind the Confederates caused them to stampede. Uost of them made across .he 
v.-ge :o the west and fled into the woods.- This engagement while a very noisy one resulted 
r 0 loss by death or wounding on either side. All they lost was their wind. It herdly 
halted the advance of the Federals. They crossed the bridge and advanced on to Huntersvilfe 
driving before them some mounted Confederates. Huntersville had seen some big armies dur- 
it: the vear of 1861, and when Lee left everything in charge of Loring, the Confederates 
ad* Huntersville their headquarters for all their activities in this part of the country. 

Webster had left Captain Johnson with 50 men to guard the wagons at the barricade on 
Ilk*. Kow he left Captain Williams, with 50 men to guard Greenbrier Bridge. 

Then Webster arrived at the ford of Knopps Creek, near the home of Joe H. Buzzard, he 
ftiled the Confederate cavalry on the south side of the creek in a level field, their line 
extending up and over a hilly spur that jutted out into the field. Webster sent a detach- 
=*:.*. .p the mountain to turn the confederate's right while the rest of his command narched 
•7 ’.'r.tir front and firing became general on both sides. But the confederates seeing that 
’• -'Gerais were encircling them fell back and formed a new line of battle on Cummings 
" !t :•intersville. The picket coming in from Carlins Bottom had reported the Federal 

?CfM * 10 about 5000 men. 

**’»ter crossed the creek at Buzzards, topped the little spur and finding that the 

•«« in battle line on Cummings Creek sent two companies to his right through 
the Brocken Cavalry to the left toward the creek. The rest of the troops 
1 f, " rkr «- After some firing the Confederates mounted their horses and retreated 


* *•>•• Un 




* 


on the 


• • th« redtrali stored Huntersville the Federals entered Huntersville 

* C " left by the east side. Whan debater marched into Huntersville 

11 «•••»■ led. Not a 


• if. 


* , 


' ll 


soul .wee living there. The courthouse, Jail, stores and house 

B 

bed (mu too clou* to them, end the 


county eeat and largest town was 
‘ • WS-letlon. It renalnsd In this condition for 

‘ f * -.4 


of i he war, a „d the 

resbyisriaa church for a lamp, and the houses were abueed. 


Windows 


* rf broken, doors left swinging. An old timer said that Huntersville which had been 
F.y. e »c*ne of bo touch social life and gayety became one of *.he dreariest sights he had ever 
»e*n. 

The people had abandoned the town because they had been told by the Confederates that 
if they were beaten the Federals would burn the town. Then the town was captured Jan 3, 
1962, large stores of army supplies were found stored there. There were 350 barrels of 
flour, 150,000 pounds of beef, 30,000 pounds of salt end large quantities of sugar, coffee, 
rice, bacon and clSthing. Kot being able to move anything fire was set to the stores and 
they were destroyed. The Confederates had fallen back to Monterey Va. The Federal loss 
was one nan shot in the arm. The Confederates loss was one man killed and 7 wounded. The 
nuaber of Confederates engaged was about 400 regular cavalrymen, and s everal hundred cit- 
i:ens recruited the day before, and two companies of infantry. In the meantime, at Camp 
Baldwin on the Allegheney, Gen. Edward Johnson, was filled with apprehension. His scouts 
r.ai reported the forward movement of the Federals to be about 5,000 men and Johnson thought 

•hey would circle around by Huntersville, Frost, and Crab Bottom and attack him from his 
base at Honterey. ,* 

• * , 

But hewing destroyed the confederate supplies at Huntersville ’."ebster turned and 
marched his men back to his wagons that night in the driving rain, having fought two en- 
Ktgt&ente and matched something like 28 miles on foot. That was a big days work. It 

or.e and one-half hours to drive the Confederates a mile, and he was in Huntersville 

hour* destroying supplies. 


11 *** r '° *° ,,d * r tho local P°°P l0 did not understand the movements for even the Con- 
corn.ni.ro dtd not kno. .hot ... happening to them, Websters return fro. Hunt- 
«h.t th.y hod not counted on. They .ent.on tho be.i. that a tig army ... 

«* ..pact.d It to «,reh on to Slit. Sulphur, ttillboro, or Slontaray. But 

* ml ' “ rCU "‘ " * lth ■——r had „o notion of 

...I"’" th * Confedoratoa than any 

. ,.Z *’ "“ l U “' ■” Pt l ’'* - »• want along, h „ d 

' " > • h s»ch niktniii And dispatch. 

' . ‘‘ l °“ ta ‘V 1 ' *“ >',.d su . rl . r< .. Hutton.. ill., It ... 

-•. . .. ... and uct .gam 
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.. s oen B nd horses intact, having carried fire ar.d sword into a hos e 

h p - 1A • 

[: arched 106 miles in six days. 

;;e threw e -scare into the Confederates that made their lines quiver from Huntersvil 


c -Chester and from Top Allegheney to Staunton. 

Scouts rode headlong in every direction carrying dispatches. They seem to have a fo -eed 
thg strength of the Federal army as being 5,000 men instead of the 738 that it actually 
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POCaHGNTAS county 


BATTLES OF MILL POINT AND 
DROOP MOUNTAIN 


November 1663 there were no Confederate forces of any size anywhere in 
* est Virginia except in the Greenbrier Valley. That was held by the Confederates 
fror. its head to its foot, some 170 miles, by between four and five thousand soldiers, 

-rejecting Virginia from attack from the west. 

General Kelly, in command of the department of V.est Virginia, gave orders to 

ut.-.sral Averill at Beverly and General Duffie at Gauley Bridge to send armies to meet 
• * * , \ 
at Lc.-isburg and drive the Confederates out of the Greenbrier Valley. 

Averill care into Pocahontas by the Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike and turned 

.-•■t- at Travelers Repose. At that time the Confederate troops were stationed as 

fellows: At Glade Hill in the upper part of the county was Captain IV. L. KcNeel’s Cc., 

Edray, Captain <J. K. Marshall was in charge of a detachment watching the Marlins 

-:*-tor. and Huttonsville Turnpike; Col. Yi. 7k. Arnett had a regiment at Marlins Bottom in 

: -finable log houses getting ready to winter there; Colonel 7f. L. Jackson had the 

-art of his regiment the 19th Virginia Cavalry at Hill Point; Col. W. P. Thompson 

,i-: with a part of his regiment on an expedition to Nicholas County and had 

-v.er. at far aa Cold Knob in Greenbrier Co., Gen. Echols had the main part of the 

t*sepi at Lewleburg. — 

Co., at Glade Hill discovered the Advance of Averill and sent a 
to ^arn Arn.t1 at Marlins oottou, of the ^dvanoo. nverill moved swiftly, and 
1 •» url * r «*«<•<* w»W •*». «ur»ri... th. Confederates in ti.«ir 


L, **•. 


* ••• ** -as the UNe.l bcldiers K ot too close and four were captured, and John 
i8 bflrM 4bot ^ *• rot a broken l. P out oT it,' Th. min camp of 
-o. *.t off and t'ey eeo.p.d by felny u r Galforda Creek and crossing 
•®*y *^i»ta>...a to t or* 0 f i,*ok Creek. 


i.1 


